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Commontuealth of Flusmuchusetts,

Orruce 0F BUBEAT oF BTATIETIE 0F LABoR, {
43 PEMAERYON BqUaR®, Bosron, April 16, 1576,

Sir :—I have the honor to transmit, in aceordance with a
request of a special committes of the governor'a eouncil,
dated July 27, 1875, a History of the Bureai of Statigtica of
Labor of Massachusetts, as s contribution to the Centennial
Exhibition at Philadelphia. The matter herewith presented,
a3 was also suggested, formrs part of the Seventh Apnual
Report of thiz Bureau.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CARROLL D. WRIGHT, Chier.

To His Excellency Arexawoes H, Rioe, Jovernor of Massachusetls,



HISTORY

OF THE

BUREAU OF STATISTICS OF LABOR,

AND GF

LABOR LEGISLATION IN MASSACHUSETTS.

I.—InTRODUCTION,
The design of this volume is fo give & compendious nar-

rative of the work of the Massachusetts Burean of Statistics -

upon the subjeet of Lebor, for the seven years commencing
with May, 1860, and closing with May of the present year,
1876. The work has been undertaken for two reasons, The
following letter supplies the principal one, end is in itself a
sufficient authorization for what has been done :—

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUEETTS.

ExecuTive TIEPARTMENT,
Boarow, July 27, 1675,

To the Chicf of the Burans of Statistics of Labor,

Smm:—The special committee of the executive eouneil, to whom
was referred the matter of the representation of the State at the
Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphin, desire to call your attention
to the importence of preparing an elaborate, and in some degree
historieal, report of the work of your department, which shall serve
for presentation at the Exhibition, as well as for your next anaunal

report.
Reapacifally,
Horatio G Kxrear,
SerE TURKER,
Evw, H. Dunx,
Committes.

The other reason for preparing a history of the bureau is
found in the fact that ita reports are out of print, and have
been so generally called for, that it is impossible for the
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bureau to supply a complete set of the volumes issued. The
reports having been supplied only to those desiring them, and
never having been placed on male, there seemed to be no way
of satiefying the requests of those wishing a complete set of
the reports until the action of the above committes was taken.
Their suggestion opened the way for bringing the work of
this bureau to the attention of the whole country, and also
for presenting the results of its investigations in a concise
form for the use of individuals, libraries and governments,
Possessing the opportunity of satisfying the demands of ell
interested in our work, we have aimed to merit the advantages
conferred by following implicitly the suggestions of the com-
mittee of the governar's council. We do not contemplate a
critical review of what haa been done, nor do we intend to
say more shounld have heen done, or better done. Our aim
has been to codify the results of the seven years' investiga-
tiong, and present their pith in a compact manner. In faet,
as far us possible, to give an exact and full presentation of
geven reports in ome. In sall cases where practicable, the
language of the reports themselves is given, rather than a
rewritten presentation of their meaning.

To properly judge of the work of this bureau, a knowledge
of the causes which led to ia organizition, its scope and
power aa fixed by law, its manner of working is indispensablae,
and much labor has been expended to look up and arrange
the information which follows concerning labor legislation in
Massachusetta and foreign eountriea previona to and since the
establishment of this buresu, the provisions of the organic
law creating it, a9 regarde money and breadth of action, and
the subsidiary detnils expluiving its roanner of working and
the ohstacles it has encountered. If the information thus
pupplied leads to a better comprahension of the burean’s worlk,
it will, for that remson, possess a value beyond ita historic
worth.

The decenniel eensus and industrial statistios for 1875 hav-
ing formed o special brauch of the hureau's work for eigh-
teen montha, a full description of the undertaking from its
inception to its proctical fulfiltment is hereinafter given. By
the provisions of the law autherizing the bureau to take the
census and pgather the industrial statistics, the resulting
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volumes are practically reports of statistios of Iabor, and the
facts obtained really form part of the bureau work, and prop-
erly have a place in its history.

We have not deemed it inappropriate to present u fow facts
in relation to the future work of the bureau; not by suggest-
ing new plans of action, but by showing how much more can
he done with the facts already in possession of the department.
The gathering of facta is & comparatively easy business; but
their proper tabulation and application require time and
thought, and the statistician should nse both freely bafore
issning reports upon which are based the arguments or asser-
tions of workingmen, students, political economists or states-
men. With this brief explanation of our underlying purposes,
we begin the work before us.

II.—Lapor LEcisLaTiON FRoM 1833 To 1863,

The following summary of lawa passed by the Massachn-
setts legislature includes those which relate to or affect labor.
This presentation of lubor legislation fur n period of thirty
years, 1833-1863, is taken from the first report of this
bureau 1— ;

“ Nothing specific is found in the volumes which cover the period
prior to 1881,

“ Governor Lincoln’s address, January B, 1833, appeals to the
legislature for an equal particlpation of creditors in the effects of
bankrupts, and for mitigation of imprisonment. He refers to hav-
ing fully and repeatedly submitted his views to previous legislatures,

“ The volume of state documents for 1831 containg the report of
& special commission appointed by Governor Lineoln ; this report
wes presented by him to the legislature Jume 1, 18317 it provides
for an equal distribution of nssets, and by one of its sections pro-
poses o sbolish imprisonment for any debt of less than fAfty dol-
lare.

“March 12, 1838, an Act of incorporation was granted to the
South Reading Mechanic and Agrionttural Institation, * for encour-
agement to agriculture and the mechanic arts, and for relieving the
distresses of anfortunate mechanics and their families.

“March 19, 1838, an Act was approved by the governor, releas-
ing civil officers’ from suit in case of the escape of a debtor from
prison.
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“ February 28, 1834,—Worcester County Maoual Labor High
School incorporated,

“ March €, 1834.—~Berkshire County Mannal Labor High School
jncorporated.

“ March 51, 1884.—Act abolishing imprisonment for debt ap-
proved.

% Chap. 245, vol. 13, Laws of Massachusetts, 1884 to 1836.—An
Act to provide for the better instruction of youth employed in man-
ufacturing establishments. This Act requires three months" school-
ing each year; employer fined fifty dollars for violating. App.
April 18, 1836,

“The address of Governor Davis to the legislature of 1855
{House Doc., No. 8), deplores the low repote of the state militis,
and states that it i probably the bitter fruit of ansatisfactory laws.

# Chap. 107, vol. 14, Laws of Masaachusetts, 1857-38.—An Act
to provide for the better instruction of youth in manufacturing
establishments. This Aet provides for the release of the employer
from the penalty, in case he is provided with a sworn certificate of
attendance at school.

“ Chap. 58, Laws of 1839, incorporates the Charlestown Mechan-
fes' Union Charitable Association, with the powers set forth in the
44th chapter of the Revised Btatutes.

é Chap, 54, Laws of 1841.—Danvers Mechanic Institute incorpo-
rated. : 3
“ Chap. 49, Laws of 1843.—Boston Soctety for the Diffusion of
Information among Emigrants incorporated. .

% Chap. 168, Acts of 1845, —Brook Farm Phalanx incorporated,

““ for the purpose of promoting education, agricoltural knowledge and

habits of manual and mechanical industry. Powers and labilities
set forth in the 38th and 44th chapters of the Revised Statutes.

“ Chap, 171, Acts of 1845.—An Agj to obtain statistical inform-
ation in relation to ceérfain braaches of industry.

“Chap. 89, Acts of 1845, —Act pranting one-hall of a township
in Maine, skx miles square, to the Worcester Connty Manual Labor
High Sehool.

“ Chap, 220, Acts of 1849.—An Act defining and repealing sec-
tions of previous Acts concerning the employment of children.

“Chap. 294, Acts of 1850.——Cities and towns authorized to make
a1l needful provisions concerning truants and children not attending
achool,

% Chap. 66, Acts of 18560.—An Act incorpornting the Worcester
County Mechnnics' Association; *purpose to promote moral and
intellectus] Improvement, perfect the mechanic arts, and for chari-
table purposcs.’
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“ Chap. 343, Acts of 1851.—An Act to secure to mechanics and
laborers their payment for labor by & lien on real estate.

“ Chap. 240, Acts of 1852, *requires all persons Laving children
under their control to send them to school three months each year.

“ Chap. 307, Acts of 1852.—Extension of the principles of the
lien law, '

“Chap. 313, Acts of 1852,—~An Aot to incorporate the Suffolk
Mutual Loan and Accumulating Fund Association; * object of the
association to loan funds to those contributors who wish to pur-
chase homesteads.'

“ Chap. 288, Acts of 1852 —General truant law.

“ Chap. 848, Aots of 1858.—~City traant law.

“#Chap, 392, Acts of 1854.—Au Act to incorporate the Model
Lodging Honse Association,

% Chap. 309, Acts of 1865, requires school committees to report
violationg of the law of May, 18562, to the tressnrers of their towns
and cities.

Y Chap. 879, Acts of 1855, amends the Act of May, 1849, con-
cerning children, .

# Chap. 1B, Aecta of 1B55.—Aet incorporating an industrial
school for girls. Lucretia O, Everett and others.

4 Chap. 444, Acts of 1866.—An Act abolishing imprisonment for
debt, except in cases of fraud.

“ Chep. 481, Acts of 1B55.—Amendment to lien law.

“ Chap. 281, Acts of 1805.—Extension of the lien law to ships
and vessels.

“ Chap. 141, Acts of 1857, consolidates the Acts concerning im-
prisonment for debt and the punishment of fraudolent debtors.

“ Chap. 50, Acts of 1837, requires the insurance commissioners
to report anmaally the conduct and condition of the loan fund
associations.

4 Chap. 83, Acta of 1838, requires eighteen weels' schooling.

¢ Chap, 55, Acts of 1858, —Amendment to lien law.

“ Chap. 188, Acts of 185%.—Bechool committees reqoired to give
notice to tressurers of violationa of the Act of 1852; treasurer
fined if he fails to comply. ;

4 Chap, 186, Acts of 1863.—An Act to provide for the reception
of a grant of Congress, and to create a fund for the promotion of
edacation in agriculture and the mechanie arts.”

The preceding summary shows secured legislation, but gives
no indication of the eauses which led ta the passage of the
various laws. It is difficult to trace the origin and course of
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