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Preface.

As soon as the pupils have acguired the elements of
the German language, whatever may be the method of
instruction employed — the first ‘want felt is that of
German Readings, appropriste to their age and the
degree of development of their minds. 'This is the
reason why in my German Grummar some »BReading
lessonse are now and them inserted. Bni the nature of
a grammar not allowing them to be numerous, it is
necessary for the pupils to have at hand & Reading-book
containing selections from Clerman literature appropriate
to the different classes and ages. Now, inatead of put-
ting sll together i one volume, it seems to be more
advantageous to divide it into three separate Parts.

This little volume, being the first Part, is destined
for elementary classes, snd containg a collection of little
Headings appropriate to the youthful age. Their style is
plain end easy, and the contents are within the reuch
of children who already possess the first elements of
German, especially those who are prepared for the study
of it by my German (frammar. As this language hos been
hitherto tanght in England and America in higher classes
only, the existing »Reading-bookss or so-called »Beadera«,
being composed only for & more advanced age, present
therefore too many diffieulties to younger pupils, Henee
it was a real want io compose a little Reading-look espe-
cially for syounger children and lower classese, and I
hope this little volume will meet the want.

Its contents are divided into seven chapters, vix:
1, anecdotes, 2. emsy deseriptions, 3. fables, 4. traits of
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character, 5, little stories, 6, parables, fairy tales, moral
tales, 7. easy poetry.

To facilitate their reading, all the pieces are accom-
panied with explanatory Notes, as it is well known that
for those who are anxious to study, »oue page well an-
notated is worth a whole volame without notes.«

A Vocabulary more or less complete iz added at the
end of the volume. For some words towards the end
of the book the pupil will probably be obliged to have
recourse to a dictionary.

There is another advantage adopied in the method
of this book to which I beg to call the teachers’ attention,
a8 one which they have not met with hitherto in any other
German Reading-book, viz: the addition of »>Quesfions«
to a great number of the Headings, For it is not enough
for the pupil to learn io nnderstand the German he
reads; he shonld also learn how to make an immediate
us¢ of it by learning to speak; and surely nothing can
be more usefol or serviceable for this purpose than to
hear easy questions asked in German on a subject which
is already familiar to him by the previous reading of it,
and to form from the matter already known to him, the
fitting replies which the professor, if they are mot guite
right, will immediately correct, and which the pupil will
repeat in the rectified form. Ii is imposaible to conceive
a more practical method of acquiring the urt of speaking
German than the above mentioned one by which the
scholar exercises equally his ear and tongue, and which
will in a short time enable him to express his thoughts
fluently and correctly, in the foreign idiom.

May this little volume meet with as favourable a
reception as my CGerman Grammar!

Hemersers, May 1871,

Dr. Emil Otto.
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Preface to the third edition.

The favournble reception which the first two editions
of this little book have met with, as shown by ita
adoption in many schools in England, has led the author
to revise the present new edition carefully. The Notes
have been considerably increased; the order now and then
altered, s0 as to make the pupil proceed from the easier
readings to those less easy, and several of them have been
dropped as being not quite adapted to the purpose: so
that this Hesding-book may be begun at an early stage
of study, and continued, along with the progressive study
of the Grammar, until the pupil is prepared for more
difficnlt reading,

Thus I trust that this Little volume will also materially
contribute towards promoting the stody of (ierman in
English schools and private families.

Humerpere, June 1875,

Dr. Emil Otto.

Preface to the fourth edition.

In -strict conformity with the views and intentions
of hoth the anthor and the editor of this book, T have
revised this new edition enrefully; especial pains having
been bestowed on the explanatory notes.

HetprLeeRg,

Dr. Ferd. Worthmann

Tate Master of the Commerafal deademy, Letpzig,
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