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: It i dificult to avoid the language of exaggeration in speaking of such

8 country as Australasiz, We refoice in its strength and prosperity, sod we
. have & right to expect rl:au.l:l.an suck as the world has not often seen, whero
i the energies i.n.dlhcl:rptnmue of an ancient civilization are applied to a
boundless territory and an unexhausted soil"—THe TiMEs.
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Tur Becretary of the Royal Colonial Institobe, London, has
written & excellent lefter to the Education Department,
pointi thke desirability of cultivating in the Board schools
throughont the [Tnited Kingdom such knowledge of the colonies as
may be of practical gervige to British youth in after-life. With a
view to give an impetus to this branch of learning, the Conneil of
the Ingtitute proposs to offer prizes to echools for essays on
colomial sobjecta,  Mr. Mundells hes responded to this semsible
movement in the proper spiris. Thers ia, unfortunately, moch need,
for an extenaion of knowledge respecting the geography, the history
and the resources of the British colonies throughout all clasees of
the community. The greater portion of British boye are better
acguainted with the topography of socient Bparta than of New
Zoalund. Even Under-Secretariea of Btate have the looceest notions
sbout colonial gmgmg?y. To this day the most shsord blundera
continue to be mads by official # in thoes matters. Men who
would be ashamed oot to know what is the eapital of Eastarn
Roumelia sond letters addressed to " Melbonrne, South Australis."
Another Minigter once spoke of Victoria as an island,

Si. James's Gazells, March Tth, 1683,
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AN EPITOME FOR THE MILLION.

FIFTY FACTS ABOUT AUSTRALASIA,
T0 BE PONDERED OVER.

* An soomrate acquaintance with the history, resources, and
geographical position of the Coloniea and dependemcies of the
Empire formed by no mesna a atrong point in the sdooation of
the average Englishmon; sod, shonld his words reach those who
wore respoosible for the training of the rising n, he
:r:iuheﬂ _munla dwiaﬁb BOOE mnn:;oriht: o etate of
FOOCEDCE W, was really s reproac groatest colonisin
astion in the world."—DUER oF MAKCEESTER. o

“*The growing importance of the greal self-governing Colonies
‘of Englund is recognised by every Englishman, withont distinetion
of party or clase."—Eisn oF DERBT.

* It ia diffieult to avoid the lmgnwd exaggeration in speaking
of mch & country 8g Ansralagia. We rejoice in ite strempth and
mlp&ritr and wae have a right to expect results such as the world

nob often Aeen, where the emergies and the experience of an
ancient civilisation ars applisd to & boundless territory and an
unexhansted soil."—TeE TiMzs.

“In the whola world thers in mo soch climate and soil for
fruite."—Emm CHinies Dites.

L—AUSTRALASIA AND POPULATION.

UBTRALASIA is composed of the group of self
verning British colonies named respecti New

Bouth %n.les, ictoria, South Australia, Qﬁﬁﬂma,
Western Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, besides a
vast number of islands between the Pacific and the Indian
Oceans, The area of these rich powsessions is nearly three
million one hundred thousand square miles (3,100,000), or
& territory as large as the United Biates omitting Alaska,
more than twice the size of Hindoostan, and five-and-twenty

Australian Mutual Provident Boeiaty.




P FIFTY FACTS AROUT AUSTOALAEBIA,

times thut of the United Kingdom. The population of
Anustralasia pumbers now abount thres millions {3,000,000),
and is rapidly increasing. When Queen Victoria ascended
the throne the white population of this part of her dominions
did not exceed seventy-five thousand (75,000). The real
progress end commenciog development of Anstralasin has
been accomplished within the last fifty yeara As peoples
advance in prosperity and eocial eonditions, the mnatural
rate, unless checked, at which population increases is
accelerated. This, after all, iz the best zsign of the well-
being of a new country. * It is as natursl,” says Burks,
“for people to flock into a busy and wealthy country,
that by any accident may be thin of people, as it is for the
dense air to ruosh into those parts which are rarified”
Population in Australesia has incressed fifty per cent. during
the last ten years Ino the presentever-growing and vigorons
development of the country, mew centres of activity are
being constantly established. They afford profitable coou-
pation for zealous workers who loyally settle down to the
steady acquisition of property. * Work and win” iz the
motte of the busy throng. On the memorable occasion
of planting the British flag on the shores of Aunstralia in
1788, Governor Phillip nttered these prophetic words :—
** How grand is the t which lies before the youthful
pation | Enough of honour would it be to osoupy the first
position both in to time and infloence in a country
8o vast, 8o beautifal, so fertile, g0 blessed in climste, so rich
in all those bounties which Nature ean confer; emongh of
mierit for any nation would it be to throw open so extensive
and bighly fuvoured a eountry for the occupation of mankind,
This Htate, of which to-day we lay the foundation, will, ere
many years have passed away, become the cemtre of the
Soatherns Hemisphere,”

IL—EXCHANGE AND TRADE.
Tug icterchange of commodities or exteral trade of
Australasia is chiefly with Great Britain, It is now
reckoned to amount to one hundred millions sterling yearly,

Australian Mutual Provident Bociety.
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and growing greatly. Fifty years ago the entire exchange
or trade of the country with other nations was not more
than one willion a year. But, since then, mighty hearts and
busy hands have been at work within her borders, have
cansed no end of stir, and made the sometime wilderness —
peopled then by savages —to blossom as the rose. British
lation has been attracted, agriculture has been made to
flourish, wool has been produced, mining has bean developed,
cattle have been bred, manufactures have been nursed, and
direct trade with foreign conntries has increased, and is
inoreasing, s the records of transactions with the colonial
banking institutions in London go to show. The internal
or home trade of the country is marvellounsly perous,
The people live well, they dress well, they build well, they
work well, do & great business, and enjoy life amid a
brilliancy of sunshine and prodigality of jollity not ex-
perienced in eny other conntry. Chambers of commerce,
somposed of the leading business men, are now established
. in the several cities for the sdvancement and regulation of
trade. Already the commercial prowth of Australasia
enrpasses that of most conntries, Bince 1870, only the
United Htates have shown a higher increase. The volume
of Australasian commerce I8 now greater than that of the
United Kingdom at the accession n% Queen Viotoria

lil—BANKS AND BANKING.*

Tue banking aseets of Aunstralasia for 1832 tell a glowing
story of the unremitting industry and prosperity of her
three millions of people, These assets then amounted to
nearly eighty millions sterling,. Every year a measurable
ingcrease is recorded consequent on the annuvally-extending
range of country bronght within the influence of an active
commerce, New men improve business in old fields, and
energetically develope new onea. The banks support them,
and vigorously encourage extension. The united capitala
of the joint stock banks of issue, independently of their
reserved funds, amount to five-and-twenty millions sterling,
This sum iz just double that of ten yeare ago. Tk shows
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