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PREFACE.

Tax Caleuita Review has from time to time contain-
ed a series of articles, under various headings, treating
of the progress of affairs with the Government Agency
for the suppression of Meriah Sacrifices among the
Hill tribes of Orissa, which, though professedly based
on official documents, nevertheless sbound in par-
tial and erroneous statements and distortions of facts,
their object being to exalt the character and justify
the measures of Captain MacPherson, to the preju-
dice of others. These however would have remeined
unnoticed but for an article which appeared in the
XX Number of the Ievicwr in which the character
and messures of officers now connected with that
Agency are so slanderounsly assailed, and truth =o com.
pletely sacrificed, as to induce some public refutation.
Hence the present pamphlet., No pretension what-
ever is made to literary merit. But in reference to the
facts stated, and the conclusions deduced therefrom,
the most searching examination is earnestly invited.
Should the Reviewer, or any other party, see fit to
notice this pamphlet, 1t is hoped that in any objec-
tions or counter-statements that may be offered in
reply, all vague generalilies will be avoided, and a
specific statement given of the time, place, and date of
each occurrence adverted to.






PART L '

So much has of late been said and written respecting the varl-
ous, and, In some degree, conflicting plans and operations for the
abolition of human sacrifice in the Hill Tracts of Orisss, that, but
for the gake of truth, end fair desling, we should not have felt
inclined again to request attention to ik, We unfeignedly regret
the necessity that has boen forced upon us; and our regret ia the
mote painful, when we reflect on the character and position of the
pariies to whom, by the force of truth, we are in this instance
constrained fo be out and ouf, moet unequiveezlly, though mest
relnctantly opposed, Honoaty forbids ue to write as iff we were
igrovant of the authorship of the articles in question; end while
we lament that such & one should have e far forgotten the rights
of his neighbour, we unhesitatingly zsseverste thof the tole of
(loomsoor affairs containsd in Mo, XX of the Caloutis Review, is
one eleborate fabrcation of exaggeralions and misrepresentetions,
It iz painful bo write thos; but when the writer boasta of having
had ell the official dosuments connected with Goomscor offairs
placed at bis disposal, it is dificult to imaging how be could have
been ignorant of the trae state of affaire—unless indeed the papers
relating to the period of which he writes, soers withheld from him,
and in that.case it will be no ezsy matier to find an apology for
his recklesmess in writing so magnilequently and confldently, on &
subject of which he conld know—just nothing. *“A man,” says
Luther, “ obliges himself to babble sirange things without know-
ing what he says, when he undertakes a bad cause ; we strike our
foot aguinat divine truth, and the divine wrord, when in compliance
with the wishes of others, we busile through a scene in which we
bave no just cause to appesr.” Jusi so with the eloquent Re-
viewer, He has gonme tustling through a sceme with which he
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ocould be but very imperfectly acquainted,—ever and anon wazing
laboriously eloquent, uttering strange things without knowing
what he eaid or whereof be affirmed. This is the most charitable
concjusion to which his fine writing conduocts us, He has warmly
espoused the ceuse of Captein MacPherson ; and seems determined
at sll risks to give him a triamphant * progress,” if not through
the eireets of Rope, through the pages of the Caleutis Revise,
And he must be odorned, for the show ; lanrels must bedeck the
hero's brow ; and, if thess sre not to be found among the “ glo-
rious blossome” of which the *[Ireshening glow and budding
promiee of n geoial #pring,” had erst awakened a joyful anticipa-
tion, the achievements of others must be made fo fornish them.
To him—+to him slone must be ascribed the merit of baviag
abolished the Meriah, and tamed the inhabitants of Kbondistan.
All must stand aside that he mey recelve the honor doe to the
discoverer of the “grand central principle” for the abelition of
the horrid rite of human sacrifice. * Peace and jostice ! What a
glorious combination! "What an inestimable boon to any people!
Ang yet, sirange ag it may eppsar, it does not eeem that any of
our hero's predecessors had ever dreemt of the benefits to be
derived from the preservation of the one, or the wise administra-.
tion of tha other, All that any of them ever did * dees not
amount to, does not approximate, does not even come within sight
of, the specific uen and application of the peculiar scheme of
justice propounded by Captain MacPherson.” But alsa! * The
best laid schemes o' mice and men, gang aft 8’ gles,”

Let there be no reflectione on the sodemes. It in patent to the
commonest underetanding that, had the Government let our hero
alone—or rather had not General Dyce, in the exercise of a ruth-
less despotiam, removed him from the ncene of action, “there is
scarcely any remsonable ground for deubt that long ere mow the
horrid rites of femule infanticide, and human sacrifice, would have
been abolished throughout the larger portion of the Khond terri-
tories.”" Mot that the labours of others are to be wholly despised.
Among them are to be found “men endowed with noble and
generous fealinge'; and, albeit their plens and processes, when
“fairly tried,~—weighed in the belances of experiment,” wers
found wanting, * they helped fo shew how very deeply the ab-
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borrent rite of the Meriah sacrifice had siruck its roola intp the
physical, social, and moral being of the Khond tribes hitherto
visited ;™ and thus served to eohance the metit of our Indian
Dajoces, who, by * en admireble combination of prudence, concili-
stion and finnnees,” was able, in so brief o period, to produce
among them such mervelloud resuits. Honour to whom honour is
due ; “and as we endeavoured to do ample justice to these prede-
cesaors in the work—indeed ampler justice than we have sny
reason #o suppose had ever been publiely rendered to them before—
we shall now puzaue an impartial conrse with reference to their suc-
cessor.™® Wa ere assurad by the Reviewer thet his * eamnest
desire has been throughout to do the fullest justice to all parties so
far s the anthentic materialy within onr reach could possibly avail
us,” ke, e,

Charity—well siretched—would lead us to hope that the Re-
viewer then had never seen the following extract from a minuts of
the Honorable Mr, Bussell dated 19th Jenmary 1885,

“ Para 10. Capiain Camphell has nequired a knowledge of the
country and people of the hili tracts in the Ganjam district, under
eircamstances never likely to ooeur again ; and his Ioeal experi-
ence, and personal influence, with the different hill chiefiains, give
him en advantage over any other person who could be appointed
to the situation of principal Assisiant to the Commissioner, my
acquaintance with Captain Campbell commenced doring the Milita-
ry operations io Kimedy, and all I have seen of him has been on
Bervice, I will not say that I have no privete feelings towards
him, for no one who knows his valne as a puoblic Officer, can do
otherwize ithan feel an interest in him, but I can with troth declare
that the cpinion I have staled is founded on public grounds only ;
and I am confident that, as such, His Lordship will pardon it, al-
though perhaps not strictly regulay, showld the arrengement take
place, 1 would recommend that Ceptain Campbell’s services be
considered available in all parts of the Distriet, and that he should
be employed as described in a previous para——retaining at the
same time the immediate charge of the Corps of Peons.”

* Caleutin Bovbew, Mo, XV, page 13,
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Or this sxtract from the minutes of consultation uvnder "dale the
27th January 1838,

“Para 4. The testimony borne inthis Pare to the merits of
Captain Camphbell, and the peculiar gualifications possessed by him
for the projected office of Principal Assistant to the Commiesioner,
is a8 creditable to that OFcer an it is satisfactory to Oovernment,
and the recommendstion submitted therein, for his appointment to
that Office, will receive favonrable consideration {should the pro-
posed arrangemant be sanctioned by the Government of Indis,)
when Mr, Inglis the Sub-Collector in Ganjam skall either be pro-
moted or leeve the district.”

Or the following extract of a generel letier from the Honorable
Court of Directors dated 8th Tuly 1840, No. 6.

*We are much gratified al the puccess which has sttended the
efforts of Mr. Bannerman and Captaln Campbell to put down the
atrocipus practice of human saerifiess in the Khond Villagea on the
borders of these Collectorates, by which already not only = large
number of lives have been zaved, but there is much reason to be-
Iieve that at lezet in those parte where our power is the most under-
stood, en effecinal chéck har been placed on the future perform-
ance of these barbarous ritea—OF the generel courss which haa been
pursued by the Local Officers, which is steictly in accordance with
1he instructions contained in paras 11 ta 19 of our Despatch dated
21at November, No. 17—1038, wa entirsly approve.”

In the opinion of the Reviewer however, all that much men sver
nccomplished wers bt * twilight gropings—abortive but well
meant expariments,” et us hear himsell. “On the 15tk De-
comber 1841, he {Captain MacFherson) proceeded on his journey
to the Khond country. '"Thither far the present, we ghall not fol-
low him. His labours in the Khond canse, we consider of far too
grest importance to admit of being dismissed with a slight or en-
perficinl sketch., From the great and unexpected success which
attend them, as well as from certain marked and original featurea
by which they were distinguished, alike in pripciple and mode of
operation, we bave no hesltation in declariog that they constitute s
new and distinebirs epoch of their own, in the history of Govemn-
ment messures for the abolition of the Meriah sacrifice. With
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Lieutenant MacPherson's eppointment, we coneider that the frst
éra of compatative ignorance, twilight groping, aboriive bui well
meant experiments, and really philanthropic bat somewhat disheari-
ening conclosions, terminated ; end with hi= appointment we, in
like manner, consider that the sscond sva of maturer knowledge,
fuller and more steady light, more skilful and sueceasful experi-
ments, and equally philanthrepic but more cheering conclusions,
commenced. The narrative thersfore, of this second and more
hopeful epoch we porposely reserve for a separate place in & fature
number.” - ;

And this, we are told, is doing ampler justice to such men than
had ever beem done before. Ia thin the Reviewer's idea of justice
when he dilates upon its adminwtration, as the grand means of
reclaiming barbariena? Or, does if chabge ita netere when ad-
ministered among the more civilized tribes of sur race ?

It was in 1636-37 during eur Milltery operations in Upper and
Lower Goomsoor, thet the couel rite of Inmelating humen beinga
was firet brought to light among ihe neighbouring hill tribes.
Captain Millar of the 43d Eegiment M. N, L, suceeeded in res
cuing 12 vieiima, and his gervices were thus scknowledged by the
Madras Government.

- “Captain Millar will realize in his own mind en emple rewnrd
for his most commendable conduct in having rescued 12 vietime
destined for these horrible sacrifices ; g the geatifying reflection of
having bean tha means of seving o many human beings from a
cruel and uotimely death, connot fail at all times to be a source of
genuine happiness to him ; the discretion bowever with which he
continued {o effect hia humane porpose is entitled to the warmeat
and most unqualified approbation of Government.”

That most telented Officer, Mr. Russell, to whose judicious
management the Madras Government had entrosted the conduct of
affairs in Goomscor, wes ihe fitst who brought the subject of human
sacrifice among the Khonds promicently to the notice of Govern-
ment. Ha then svggested the propriety of edopting certain
mensures, amongnt others the selection of e sunitable agent, for
staying this horrid evil. To edopt the language of the Reviewer
—and most fully the sentimen! expressed by it —'* The recommen-



