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HE peries of Canterbury Classice aima to bear its share in
acquainting schocl children with literature euited to thelr
years. ‘The culture of the imagination is no less impor-

tant than the culture of memory and the reasoning power. That
childhaod is poar which has not for friends many of the goodly
company represented by Hector, Achilles, Roland, Sigurd, My
Cid, Don Quixote, Lancelot, Rebin Hood, Percy, the Donglas,
Gulliver, Fuck, Rip Van Winkle, and Alice in Wonderland,
College class-roams, whers Dante and Spenzer, Goethe and
Coleridge are taught, speedily feel the differemce between
mindg tipurished, from habyhood up, oo mythe of Olympus
and mythe of Asgard, Hane Chrictian Andersen, old ballads,
the " Pilgrim's Progress,”the 't Arabian Nights,” the ** Alham-
bra,” and minds which are still strangers to fairyland and
bero-land and all the dreamlande of the wordd's inheritance,
Minds of this latter descripticn come almost as barbarians to
the study of peetry, deaf to its mugic and blind te its visions.
They are in a foreign clime. In the larger college of Life, no
less, is felt the lack of an early initiation into literature. A
practical pecple in a practical age, we need the grace of fable
to balance our fact, the joy of poetry to leaven cor proee.
Something of the sort we are bound to have, and i familiarity
in childbood with the classic tone has not armed us against
the chieap, the fimsy, the corrupt in fiction, we fall sasy victms
to the trash of the hour, We become the sport of those mock-
ing elves who give dry leaves for gold

This series must needs conform somewhat, in ita choice of
books, to the present demands of the schools. It will furoish
all good reading that is desired, but it aims also to help in
arousing a desire for the more imaginative and inspiring legends
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of tha Aryan race. In the case of every volume issned the text
of the acthoritative edition witl be faithfully reproduced,

Thesa texts will be furnished with a modest amount of
apparatus hidden away at the end of the book. It is the
classie that is of importance, Often it mey be best to disregard
the notes. The series {8 addressed to children and aims to
stimulate imagination, breaden sympathy, aod awaken a love
for literature. The editors strive to keep these aims in view
and to avald breaking the charm of the story by irrelevant and
burdensome {nformation. What is told is meant to be what &
child would naturally like to know about the bock that pleases
him and the writer of the book. The biographical sketches
emphasize, whottever {L 18 appropilate, the childbood of the
authors treated, and try throughout to give, by concrete illus-
tration, impressions of personality and character. Special sub-
jects sometimes call for special sketches, but, in general, the
editerial work alms at quality rather than quantity, Enowledgs
which seems essential to intelligent reading, and which die-
tionary and teacher cannot reasonably be counted on to supply,
hee its place in notes, yot it is oot forgotten that the notes exist
for the sale of the lterature, not the literature for the sale of
the notes. Parents and librarians will appreciate the reading
- lizts of books attractive to children, either by the author of the
classic in hand or aloug the =ame lines of interast, Certain
teachers, crowded and wearied with & varlety of tasks, will
welcome the section of sugpestions,

Wea have yentured to assecdate thiz gerles with the memory
of the sweetest and most childlike spirit in English song,
boping that little pilgrims of to-day, jonrneying by April ways,
may find as much cheer in gentle stories as did the poet of the
Canterbury Tales,

Wallesley College.

Earusring Lizg Batms.



ADVERTISEMENT
{ Taker from the first edition, 1850)

HE Publishers think it due to the Author of
this Fairy Tale to state the circumstances
under which it appears.

HE King of the Golden River was written

in 1841, at the request of a very voung lady,
and solely for her amusement, without any idea
of publication. It has since remained in the
possession of a friend, to whose suggestion, and
the passive assent of the Author, the Publishers
are indebted for the opportunity of printing it.






