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PREFACE.

OF the various Letters contained in this volume, the
originale are supposed to bave been deposited, about eighty
years ago, in the hands of a legal gentleman in Edinburgh,
a8 doeumenta for & law-suit, to which the latter portion of
them refers. Since his death, they have, we beliove, passed
through several hands without baving attracted any partion-
lar attention, or, perhaps, without having ever becn read.
They ultimately eame into the p ion of a gentl who
appreciated their value, and who, several years ago, did me
the bonour of presenting them unconditionally to me. Since
that time, they have been perused by many literary friends,
to whom they were communicated ; and they all, without
a single exception, regurded this correspondence as calon-
lated not merely to throw light on Mr Humd's character,
“but to illustrate a peried of his listory, which had they been
destroyed, must have remained very obecure. In his well-
known autobivgraphy, the only mention of hiz residence
with the Marquis of Annandale,—to which part of his life
these Letters belong,—is sufficiently meagre, and contains
no allusion to the interesting cireumstances, which, while
they could not but be painful to his feelings, elicited, in an
eminent degree, the peculiarities of his character. *lIn
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1745, eays lie, * [ received a letter from the Marguis of
Annandale, inviting me to come and live with him in Eng-
land: I found, also, that the friends and family of that
young nobleman were desirous of putting him under my
earo and direction, for the state of his mind and health re-
quired it. I lived with him a twelvemonth, My appoint-
ments during that time made a considerable aceession to my
smal] fortune.’

Under theae circumstances, | have thought it expedient
to present this correspondence to the public. I have con-
tributed a few brief notes explanatory of the ocoasional
allusions which the Letters contain; but have not ven-
tuted to make any comment, or give any skateh of Mr
Hume's character as developed by them. On the contrary,
I have left the reader to draw his own inferencas, and to
form his own conclusions. I flatter myself that, on the
whole, this publieation will be regarded as supplying ne
mean addition to the knowledge which we already possess
respecting the life and character of an illustrious Philo-
sopher,—and, consequently, to the stook of our biographical
literature. -

EmyourcH, November 1841,
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LETTERS.

Tur Iate Marguis of ANNANDALE, a person originally of
highly excitable temper, and great waywarduess of character,
and subsequently doclsred to be a lunatie, required, hefore this
legal step was taken, to be managed with much care and cir-

tion.* His mother and family sucoessively employed
pmmofmparwrchammtolwew:ﬂlhmmmpmlm
and guardians, whese province it was to resd to him, amuse
him, and exereize that superintendence over him which his
unhappy situstion rendered indispensable. In the beginning
of the yesar 1745, overtures were made to tho celebrated
David Hume to reside in this capacity with his Lordship.
Mr Hume expressed no unwillingness to accept of the offer ;
and, in the month of February, he accordingly went from
Edinburgh to London, in order that the Marquis and he
might be introduced to each other, preparatory to the ar-
rangement being completed.

The following letier to Mr Hume, written hy Captain
Philip Vineent, a relation of the Marchionesa of Annan-

* O £he 5 of Mareh 1748, an {nquest Prom the Oourt of Chaneery found that the
Marquis was & Innatis, inespable of governing himself and mansging hisowo af-
fadre ; and thet he had been in this miate of miod from the 12tk of December 174d.
He survived &l the 29th of April 1792, when he died st Turpham Green, after
having sompleted the seventy-seeond yoar of i age. (Wood's Feerape of Scolland,
vol L p. 771 The title haa vince been dormant.

A



10

dale, will show on what terms the connexion in question
waa formed :—

< Sim,

¢ You desire to have a letter from me, expreesing
all the conditions of the agreement concluded hetwixt ua,
with regard to your living with the Marques of Annan-
dale. In eompliance with =0 reasonable a request, I here-
by acknowledge that, by virtue of powers eommitted to me
by the said Marques, and with the approbation and consent
of his Lordship and Sir JamasJohnshm,"I engaged that
my Lord should pay you three hundred pounds Sterling -
year, so long as you continued to live with him, beginning
from the first of April, one thonsand seven humdred and
forty five : also, that the said Marques, or his heirs, should
be engaged to pay you, or your heirs, the sum of three hun-
dred pounde, as one year's salary, even though the Marques
sghould happen to die any time in the first year of your at-
tendance, or should embrace any new scheme or plan of life,
which should make him chuse that youn should not continue
to live out the firet year with him. Another condition was,
that, if you should, on your part, chuse to leave the Mar-
ques any time in the first or subsequent years, you should be
free to do it; and that the Marques should be bound to pay
you your salary for the time you had attended him, and also
the salary for that quarter in which you should leave him,
in the same manner as if that quarter should be fully ox-

¢ These were the conditions of our agreement about the

* Bir Jamsas Johnstone, Bart. of Weasterhall, is the person hore raferred to. He
mlhﬂmmlllinﬂwmm mod the letters, which this publication
oontatna, b to the and worth which marked his cha-
atar. Hemmmmmwmmmmhm
cension feorn 1743 Inclusive. He married, in 1719, Barbars, dsughter of Alex-
snder, 4th Lord Elibank, aod dicd on the 13th of December, 1775, His widow
survived bim five months. (PIayfalr's Barswetage of Grest Britats, vol. Uil p. 432




