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AN INVESTIGATION

OF THE UNBETTLED

- BOUNDARIES OF ONTARIO.

Tofind the southern limit of the Hudson's Bay Territory, would
be to find the northern boundary of Omtario ; for the two terri-
tories are conterminous, and & common, line of division separates
the one from the other, ‘This fact, which cannot be brought into
dispute, forms a starting point in an enquiry which has for its
object to trace out the western and the northern boundaries of
Ontario. Where that line of divizion 18 to be found, is the first
subject of enquiry; for on the extension of the Province north-
ward, its weatern limit might more or less depend. The interna-
tional boundary betwesn Cansdian and United States territory
becomea coincident with the 48° of north latitude, west from the
point at which a line drawn due south from the * most north-west-
ern corner of the Lake of the Woods™ would strike that parallel ;
and it follows that if, west of that point, the United States terri-
tory ahutted on that of Hudson’s Bay, Ontario could not extend
farther in that direction.

A line of boundary between the Bay and Btraits of Hudson, with
whatever adjacent territory France had previously taken from Eng-
land on the one side, and Canada on the other, was agreed upon hy
the plenipotentiariea of England and Francs in 1713, and embodied
in the Treaty of Utrecht. It wna agreed thal. in the construction
of that instrument, when the definite line of division came to be
laid down, a map which had been used by the -plenipotentiaries
of the two powers, with two lines of division marked on it, should
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be an authoritative guide, and that the difference between these
two lines, which was not great, should be the extent of the differ-
ence to be determined. 'The Treaty of Utrecht, so far as it was
not derogated from, was revived and confirmed by the Treaty of
1763, by which France ceded Canada, with ite dependencies, to
England. The extent of the Enplish territory soyth snd west
of Hudson's Bay was determined by the Treaty of Utrecht; and
that part of Clanada which is now Ontario wes, by suthority of
the Crown and Parliameni, made to extend northward to the
southern portion of the Hudson's Bay Company's territory in .
the years 1774 and 1791, end this demarcation has never been
effuced or altered.

To obtain a full and complete view of the whole subject, it will
be necessary to trace briefly the history of the several treaties
which were, from time to time, concluded on the subject of this
frontier, through the rivalries and contentions of France and
England for the possession of the Bay and Straits of Hudson,

Hudson's Bay was discovered in the year 1612 by Sir Thomas
" Button, who had goue in search of a previcns diseoverer, Henry
Hudson* This discovery was not foliowed by settlement or oc-

* Tt might, I thinl, he shown, if it wers matorisl to do s, thet no nationsl claims to
territory could be founded om the discovery of Button, sinee his vessel appesrs to hav
been ftted out by merchant ndventurers, and not by the Stats. In a similar case Great
Britain denied the validity of the discovery of Gray, an American citizen, of the mouth
of the Columbis River, ¢n the ground that ** he had only been on an enterprise of his
own, & an individusl."—{Rush's Memorande af & Beridence ad the Conrt of London.)
Button is said to have convinced King Jamea, on hie return, of the existence of a
north-west passage ; and James, the next Englishman who penetrated to the'west conat
of Hudeon's Bay, is anid to have been fornished with credentiale from Charles 1. (Bar-
row's drelic Fegions), which would give s neticnal character to hin enterprise. The
French comealsaioners appointed to settle the boundaries of Acadia, in 1750, alleged
that Cabot's voyage, being of a private character, could confer ne national advantages
on England ; 4o which the English commissioners replisd, admitting the principle but
denying the fact. *“*It would be some srgument,” they asid, **to shew this voyage was
the adventore of Cabok, oot made on the part of Henry VII., if all the shipe which
eailed under Cabot's command had been defrayed st his expense, and beon his pro-
perty.”  And forther @ “ It woold aleo be o ciroumetance fsvourable to the interprota-
tion the French comminsioners ut upon this vorsge, if Henry VI had not in bis let-
tors patent inserted wordi by which he rsserved to himanlf and to his erown domindon
snd royalty in all the lunds which shall be discovered or settled by Cabot.
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cupation, nor was any other English voyage to the Bay made till
1631, when Captain James reached Charlton Island, whera he
wintered. The Bay in which the island is situated still bears his
name. These two voyages constituted the whole experience Eng-
lish navigators had of these waters up fo the year 1667. We
shall hereafter see England insisting on principles by which
the voyage of Fames would be precluded from conferring extensive
rights of territory in the jnterior of the country. Fifty-five years
had passed since the first voysge was mads ; the captain of 8ir Tho-
mas Button's ship died at the Nelson Riyer,and his experience was
lost_to tHe nation. More than & generation—36 years—had passed -
since James's voynge, and there was probably not then living one
Englishman who had a personal knowledge of these seas and waa
capable of mailing a vessel thers. Of the knowledge obtained in
these two voyages, enough had no doubt been preserved to enable
a skilful person to follow in the track of Button and James.

However this may be, it is certain that the next time English-
men went to Hudson's Bay they wers induced to do so by twe
Frenchmen, Radison and de Groiselier, by whom they were accom-
panied. Croiselier seems to have served in the capacity of captain
on & veasel to the Bay, a few years later. While at the Lake of
the Assinipols, these two Frenchmen had learned from the Indians
that it wae possible to go overland to the head of James' Buy;
and, securing Indians as guides, they proceeded thither. They
returned by way of Lake Superior to Quebec. They went to
Londen, and induced some merchanta and gentlemen to engage in
an adventure in that ses. These adventurers engaged the service
of Zacharish Qillam as eaptain. The voysge proved successful ;
and the prospect of future trade induced tbe edventurers to apply
for a patent under which they hoped to obtain & monopoly to the
trade of the Bay and Straits of Hudson. In this way originated
the Hudson's Bay Company. The patent was granted in the year
1670.

Radison and de Groiselier afterwards went over to the service of
the French, and, betraying the secrets of their previous employers,
were the cause of Gillam's vessel being taken, M. de la Barre,
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Governor of Canada, without submitling the matter to the Sove-
reign Council, ordered the restoration of the vessel, For this act
he was officially censured by his superiors, was told that what he
had done was entirely unwarranted, that the vessel ghould have
been treated as a pirate, and that her surrender would be taken
by the English as proof that they had legitimate possession of
Nelson River before Radison and de Groiselier arrived there in
the servies of the French. ,

In the year in which it obtained ite charter, the company sent
out M. Baily as Governor. He was accompanied by Radison ;
their residence was at Rupert River, where an indifferent fort was
built.

The Fremch began to show unehsiness at these movements.'
They reported that two English vessels had reached the Bay in
1669 * and that in the succesding winter there remained there
two vessels and three barkset M. Talon claimed that all these
countrieswere long since (anciennement) diseoveredby the French,
and he now commissioned Bt. Bimon * to take renewed possession,
in His Majesty's name, with orders to set up the escatcheon of
France with which he ia entrusted, and to draw up 8 procés-ver-
bal in the form I have furnished him." In 1661, Father Claude
Dablon had attempted to reach Hudson's Bay overland; but he
succeeded in only reaching the head waters of the Rekouba, 300
miles from [above 1] Lake of St. John.! Talon, on hearing of the
" English vessels in fludson’s Bay, proposed to despaich a French
vessel thither if he could find adventarers to go at their own ex-
pense, and with the promise of some mark of distinetion in case
they succeeded. For the peeuniary outlay they were expected to
indemnify themselves by trading with the Indians—a practice
not uncommon in French discoveries in those times. Indeed, as
8 general rule, the fur trade paid for everything.§ Fur trading

® Meinoir by M. Talon to AL Colbert, Quabee, Nov. 10, 1670,

+ M. Talon, Memolr fo Lhe King, Quebec, Nov, 2, 1671,

I Note by O'Colloghon do the Pords docuwments, vol. ix. p. 9.

§ Riverin. Mdmoire sur Lo congés de fuive fs frofte’des pelleleries ches les nations sau-
vages du Cienada,



