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PREFACEKE.

Ta1s litile book id, aalta title Imports, 5 mere Introduction to
Algebra. It s i purposs to make the iransition from the Arabio
Notation and Common Arithmetie, to the Literal Notsthon and
Algebra, g elnple and attractive ae the nature of the subjects will
allow. It can be studied Ly guite young pupils who have but
a very elementary knowiedge of Arithmetic. It will be found
adapted to such of our public sclools as wish to Introdoce the
subject of Algebra bafore the popll has suflciont matarity to
enter vpon the Courimre Boroon Avaesra, and for Colleges
having a Preparatory Department and desiring pome almple intro-
duction to the Aathor's UNIVERSITY ALGEBRA,

In order to economize space and time, as well s to lead the pupil
to feel that he in not entering an entirely pow fleld, some of the
more elementary definitions, common to arithmetle and algebra, have
been omitted. Nevertholess, great care has been taken not to
omit any which counld by any possibility be snfamiliar, or which
nood & more accumte of comprebonsive etetement then is com-
monly given,

The crder of srrengement i8 mather that which the pupil ean
pursue with the greatest eaee, than that which a rigid ecientifie
analysis of the subject demanda.

In the frst sections the topics are approached by the simplest
Indoctions, the ruled mre preceded by illogtrative examples, and
followed by ezplapatlons and statements of reasons in & fres
and pomewhat collmquinl atyle, But, as the subject procoeda,



4 PREFACE,

a gradoal transition i made to & more condensed and formelly
ecientific trestment. In & few instances, processss have been given
and the formal demonstration withheld, thongh never without
apprising the pupil of the fact, [t ip the purpose of the book to
lead the young to comprebbnd and appreclste methomatical reason.
ing, ns well as to solva problemp,

Formal statements of principles, definitions, and roles, when
repeated in differant membors of the serles of which this book
forms & part, are given in exact]y the sama languages,

A glance at the Table of Contenta will inform the resder as to the
peope of the book, The elements of Literal Arithmetic, Bimpla
Equations with one, two, and thres unknown quantities, Quadratic
Equations with a few casea of Blmultanecus Quadratics, and Hatio
and Proportion, are the princlpal subjecta treated.

Trusting that the book may be a meansof interesting the young
at the threshold of this grest depariment of mathematical science,
and may prove perviceabls tothe teacler 1o Lis efforte to lead his
pupils to think, as well as * elpher,” the author pubmits it to the
judgment of his follow labbrard.

EDWARD CLNEY,

URIvERBITY 0F MICHIGAN,

Ann Arbor, August, 1074
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