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TO

PETER CARSTAIRS, ESQ,

MaDHAS
g

My DEax Mp. CARsTATRS,

That you have been & zeslons end velued friend
to gur gommunity for many years, is thankfully se-
¥nowledged by multitudss in esch of the three Pra-
sidshcies of Bengal, Mndras, and Bombay. Tha
Modroa Widows' ond Orphand Fend will bu o lasting
monument of your active bemevolence and your en-
tarprising and suoosssful public spirit.

Permit me, &8 & friend;, to add to the gpenaral tri-
bate of respeat and esteem for your wirtues, priveta
and publig, by allowing the dedication to you of thia
FPoem=—a humble offering in the servics of God.

. Your Missionary spirit is as well known as is your
public apirit: and your piety, 1 Hatter myeslf, will
approve of my humble endeavours to swaken sym-
pathy for the perishing beathen, by exposing their
superstitions in a legend which indicates the trigmph
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of divine truth over such religions error as is still found
influencing the Hindu mind, and * bringing it into
captivity to the law of sin,” even in the purest forma
of their plotiam.

Wishing you, my dear Mr. Carstairs, a safe and a
prospercus voyage to England, and with singere prayers
for your bappiness

I remain,
Your ghliged and faithful Friend,
WILLIAM HICEEY,
Migionary, 3. PG F.P.
Bethel, Dindignl,

Tth February, 1835.




PREFACE.

e

Few bave trodden the classic seenes of India
to collect the flowers of poesy growing thers in
rich luxuriance and variety, but which have failed
to attract the genins of Egrope.

India is indeed full of interesting and heart-
stirring legends, and its grand, ita variegated
scenery accords well with the sublimeat and the
tendercet mentiments of the poet. Woald that
there were many more conversant with its hidden
treanures of literature, and who conld give the
world the means of appreciating the sablime, the
thrilling poetry of the East !

A dim mist of religions pretension overcasts
this sunny region, as if the cloud of superstition
were needful to obecure the moral atmosphere,
or that sensible objects should be invested with
greater attractiveness by refraction, and ppiritusl
things derive importance from imposing mytho-
logy. Hindu mythology consecrates every hill
and dsale, every fountain and river, every wood
and plain. There are gods many and goddesses
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many; the whole length and bresdth of the
peninsula is hallowed end enchanted ground,
and the people have their minds stored up with
legends of their tutelary divinities, which in-
fimence them both at home and abroad.

But the maost startling form of their religions
evflovruaopos is found in the retired contempla-
tion of recluses. The rigid, self-denying vow of the
Yogi is intense and oll-expluding, Tt places him
above the requisitions of society, it severs his
connection with & common humanity, and it ren-
ders him mdifferent to cold and beat, to hunger
and nakadness,

The following passages from & prize essay, of
the BFev. Jos. Muliens, of Caleutta, witl afford
needfnl information to some of the readers of
© this poem :—

“The Yogi must consider everything unresl
exeept Brahma.  The casting a'urﬂfnﬂﬂnﬁrﬁi
must necossarily preceds the koowledge of the
eupreme soul. He must exclode from his mind
every object which does not refer to Brahma.
+ v+ 9+ 4+ He must endore cold and heat without
knowing a differenca between them. .. . ..
Gold, iron, and pstones are the same to him.

- He plants his seat uwpon a spot that is
uudeﬂlm]. «+ v There he should it with his
mind fized on one object alone in the exercise of
his devotion for the purification of his soul. . . .
He is compared to & lamp standing in a place
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without wind, which waveth not. . . . . . Wis
dom inculeates exemption from attachment and
affection for children, wife and home, and a dis-
like to the society of men. . . . . . The moment
the sonl knows Brahma, it overcomes death and
ming, and, freed from all earthly loves and desires,
turns itself to its own natore. . ..., Upmn
the death of tha body, the son! of him whe has
obtained the knowledge of Brehma proceeds
immediately to a reunion with the wopremes, in
whom it 18 entirely absorbed. . . . . . Tha name
and form ecqually cease."—{ Fide Mr. Mullen's
Authoritiss.)

Bnech is the highest end most sobtile form
of fanaticism in Iodin, Iis ipsinuating influence
extends even to the tender sex, some of whom are
driven inta it by persecution of & pecaliar charso-
ter. Chastity, like the hedgehog, thus protects
herself by & sort of intense concentration of the
noblest powers of mind, which present only hostile
points to the bold hand that would melest her.

The Yogi's life is abatraction, and his death
faa he fain hopes} will ba ahsorption into the divine
essence. This species of self-renonciation has
mﬂl‘]ﬁﬂ.‘ in it 'wﬁinh, to the Iﬂmﬂﬂt: is Yery
imposing and awful. Bat, alas, it is the delusion
of religiona phrensy, which, when it is most
intense and most repulsive to earthly solicita-
tions, is most unlike the truth of God, and—

“ Weard & sbadow cust from bell."
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Nevertheless, there is poetry in this kind of
high-wronght fansticism, and the imaginative
pen may be tempted to “ turn it to shape,” and
give to it “a loeal habitation and & pame”

As every work has a design, our attempt ia to
exalt Christianity, by placing it in juxteposition
with the most plansible and the most abatract
form of Hindu superstition, and we eonceive this
mey be effected best by exhibiting the spirit of
Yogiism in the person of a yonthful female.
Woemun's passions, thoueh soft and attractive,
are at the same time ardent and resolote. Her
firmness is equal to ber patience, and her forti-
tude s the guard and support of her virtues.
Indeed woman, constitutionally, is nore fervent
than man, and hor enthusiasm, as an asectic, will
be more urgent and aspiring, when her soul is
given up to the high and abstract contemplation
which leads to absorption in the sapreme sonl of
the wniverse.

‘We can testify to the fact of baving seen a
female Yogi, us we have desoribed ber in the
firal canto, and therofore wo feel no hesitation in
exposing the moel atiractive form of superstition,
with becoming regard to conventional ideas of
decorum. The religious Hindu eotertaios noe
sentiments like ours when he discards his earthly
connections, sod, in a state of nudity, dedicates
his life to his god. Thia is the highest and most
approved species of Vedanti pietism. We should




