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PREFACE.

A=l 35 MP T

I veey that tho appearance of my name as author of
s book on Anesthotice reqnires some few words of
explanation. It may seam af first sight an anomaly
that such & work shonld not proceed from the pen oft
a gpecialist in this department of medicine, and,
posgibly, I may be taxed with presumption, on the
ground that the fask I have undertakon demands
an extensive personal experiomoe, in ordor that the
etatements advanced may carry with thom the -
weight of sutherity.

This very natural criticism may be disposed of at
once by the avowal that T have not relied upen my
own resources. In this particular my friend Mr.
Woodhonse Braine has been kind encugh to read
my meouscript and correct, modify, or endorse its
statementa of proctioal detail ; it was the promiss of
hie assistance that emboldened me to uodertake the
work, and it is the value of his authority that con-
stitntea ita prineipal claim to the notice of the
profession.

I cannot enfliciently thank my friend Mr. Bailey
for assistanoe and adviee most roadily givem, of
which I bave taken full advantage, more especially
in the Appendix. Finally, during the last few years
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of pleasant mutnal work at Leicester Square, T have
not failed to gather many valuable hinta from my
oolloagne Mr, Bird.

I have therefore no fear that the following pages
will be found to lack the wisdom that i= born of
experience, or to contain matter in any sense un-
practical. 1 have made free nse of the standard
literature om the subject, eparing no pains to search
out much interesting matter, hitherto scattered
through the pages of journals and hidden awsy in
the transactiona of learned societies.

I bave thought it convenient to arrange such
mattor as qnoted cases, illnstrations, and descriptions
of apparatus, and some other notes, whioh, although
clusely related to my subject, were not abeolutely
part of it, in a separato appendix at the end of the
book, with the object of avoiding a continnal inter-
ruption of the text, and of making the work readahble
and clear.

My thanks are duo to tho Secrotary of the Royal
Humane Socicty for the loan of plates Figs. 1 and 2,
illusirating . Sylvester's method of artificial
respiration; to Messra. Maw, Bon, and Thompson
for the engravings bearing their bpame; and to
Mesare. Ash and Bons for the remainder of the
blocks, and such desoriptive matter relating to them
as I bave thought fit to use.

Having explained my indebtedneas to others in
the production of this little book, I have, I trust,
made it plain that I muat lock for praise or blame
rather as having discharged the dnties, well or ill,
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of cumpiler than those of original anthor. My work
has been principally one of selection and comparison,
the weighing of opinions, the condensation of treatises,
and the impartial statement of the views of varicus
- anthorities, but not the putting forward of new and
original views of my own.

If I have performed this task judiciously, I do not
hesitate to say that the valne of the book is enbanced
by the fact that the anthor, not being a specialiat, and
having no prononnced views of his own to advocats,
is content to sink his own individuality, and to
discuss the views of others withont bias or prejudice.

With thess few words of explanation and intro-
duction, Ileave the bock in the reader's hands, with
the assurance that it contains to the best of my knuw-
ledge no statement without snthority, and in the
hope that, while the expert in the science and art
of Ansgthetics will meet with nothing very new in
its pages, it may prove of service to those who are
not experts and feel in need of gnidance.

Arntuyr 8. Usperwoon.

11, Badford Sguars, W.0L
Beptamber, 1883,
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