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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

i

IE history of Julian, at all tinses striking, has
1 heen lately brought into revived notice. Public
attention has been invited to bis name in more
than one recent publieation. Strauss has made use
of Julian's charaeter as a vehicle for an elaborate
geu-clegprit apainst the King of Prusia, (See the
Fdinburgh Review for July, 1848.) And Macaulay,
in his History of Lngland, Vol n. p. 104, has
riven us an enrlier specimen of that sort of wit, in
a learned parallel between Julian and James I1.,
by a priest of the Church of England named
Johnsomn.

It cannot then be unseasonable to present to
the publie, in an English dress, Dr. Neander’s
monograph, which was first recommended to my
notice by Niebuhr's praise. (See his Correspond-
enece, Vol. 1. p, 161).

This little work was published as long ago as
1812, and much of it has since been incorporated
in Neander's General History of the Christian
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Religion and Clurch. The reader will see for
himself that though the writer does justice to the
ambitions grandeur of Julian’s enterprise (to re-
store the Old Worszhip), he does not praise it, but
rather accounts for its short-lived suceess from the
character of the age as well as the qualities of the
man, He may write con amore of the hero of his
book, his love of learning, his courage, his moral
purity, &e., but he iz not to be classed (as in the
Edinburgh Review) among his * warmest defend-
ers,’ except against contemporanecus calumnies and
subsequent exaggerations, The impicty and folly
of his attempt, his vanity and long-practised hypo-
erisy, arc nowhere more strongly delincated.  To
me he has always been, and still iz, *Julian the
Apostate;’ and notwithstanding the toleration he
professed, his short reign was long enough to shew
that ho was in a fair way fo become Julian the
Persecutor. I will only add one hint to the English
reader who, thanks to the soundness of our The-
clogy, may look with suspicion upon even the best
of German Theclogians ; this hint is suggested by
the title of the Work, viz. that the spirit of Julian's
age, rather than the history of Julian Limself, is
the real subject of the book here translated,
Instead therefore of any farther remarks of my
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own, [ will give the reader a specimen of the mode
in which Julian's character has been handled by a
distinguished Theologian of our own Church, Bi-
shop Warburton, whose writings are now more
celebrated than read. It is searcely necessary to
refer to Gibbon, whose account of Julian (Vel. 1v.
ch, 23, 4), with the uswal allowance for sneers
and sarcasm, iz on the whole tolerably fair.

To the extract from Warburton, I prefix, in
lien of a portrait, a praphic delineation of Julian
by his eotemporary, Gregory Nazianzen, (which
L translate from Professor Ullmann’s Life of Gre-

gory), together with a few touches from his own
peneil and that of Ammianus,

Extract tronsbated fross Pnoresson Uipaasss # Life of
Fregory Nazianzen,™ p. 306,

At Athens, Gregory formwd an acquaintance (of o
very remarkable character, and one which subsequently
gave him no pleasore) with the nephew of the Emperor
Cionstantivs, the prince Julizn, who afterwards sucecoded
to the throne, and played a short but extracrdinary part in
the drama of the world's history. This prinee was then
{A.0. 355) resident there, by the permission of his jealous
unele, for the purposa of pursuing his studice. A singulay
predilection for peganizm and pagan mysteries, which
flourished partieularly in that eity, already displayed itself
in Julian, He was a6 strongly atiracted to the rhetorical
and philozophical advocates of heathenism, as they in
their turn (as woll ae all the admirers of the old religion)
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directed their attention, with hopeful expectation, to the
young and distinguiched member of the imperial family,
Gregory, therefore, who acknowledges that he by no
means posscesed o quick-sightedness in discerning cha-
racter, had yet no difficulty even then in antleipating the
vary worst in Julisn.  He calls upon those who were with
him at that time at Athens, to testify that zoon after he
had become acquainted with Julian, he had wttered those
worde, *Ilow great an aévil 15 the Tloman empire here
training up*!®* What it was which caunsed Grogory to
judge =0 severcly of the voung mand, he hag himself in-
formed us, in a perhaps somewhat exaggerated picture of
Julian's demeanour and external appearanee: *1 was lod
to become & prophetd (he saye) by the restleseness of hia
behaviowr, and the exaggerated tone of his animation.
It also appearcd to me to be no pood sign, that his neck
was not sirongly set on his shpulders; that those shoul-
ders often moved eonvulsively; that bis eve froquently
glanced round timidly and rolled as if in phrenzy ; and
that his feet were never in a state of repose.  As little
was 1 pleased with his nose, which breathed pride and
contempt; with the ridienlous distortions of his face,
which yet indiented Lhe came pride; his loud, imnwnde-
rate langhier; the nodding and shaking of his head with-
out any reason ; his hesitating speecly, interrupied by the
act of breathing; his abrupt unmesning yuestions, and
his answers not at all better, but often self contradictory,
and given without any scientifle arrangement§.” If we

* Olow waxoy 1 Preguaioe Todfe,
+ [His junior only hy six years.
+ Bee Gregory's Orat. vo 23 and 2, pp. 161, 2
§ Itis not uninteresting to comprre with the above what Julian
hirmself tells us of his own exterial appenrance. He evidentdy
tricd much, especially a3 Emperor, to keep up a peculisr exhibi-
tion of himself, and was fond of uniting the unpolished severity of
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allow for that which gave to the pen of this delineator go
powerful an aversion, we havoe still remaining the picture
of a restless, fiery-tempored man, of a mind incersantly
active and excited ; of one who was hanghty in the con-
scious fecling of power, but yet externally praciising
disgimulation ; while there was wanting to his great natu-
ral abilities that suitable education which would have
regulated and dirceted them to o right object.

a (lynic with the dignified hearing of an ancient hero,  With seli-
axthsfied complacency he speaks (in his Misopogon, p. 3398, scq.) of
his bristly hair, his manly bremst, and his long shagpy hesnd,
while be still consures Nature for not having given him a hand-
somer countenance.  Way, he does not hesitate to speak in terin
of rommendation of his ink-stained hands, his long nails, and even
of the mioute inhabitants which dwelt in the wilderness of hia
heard !

Ammiianos Mareellings (2xv, 4} gives a moch more agrecable
doseription of himt than he does of himself: * Mediceris eme
stotmre, capillis, tangaara pexissel, mollibus, hirsuts borba in
acntum desinente vestitus, venestate ocolorom micantiom Hagrans,
 gui mentis ejus anguostias indicabant, sepercillis decorfs et naso
rectissimo, ore paulle majore, labeo inferiore demdisse, opime ct
Imcurva cervice, bumeris vastis of latiz, ab ipso capitc usgque uh-
goinm suiemniteres linepmentoram recta compage, wide viribus
walchat et cursn."—Tu another puksage Amnmiznus mentions some
peenliaritics which agree better with Gregory™s deseription ;™ Levi-
oriy Ingenti,. ... dinguw fusboris el admoduon raro silentis.™

N.B. Ullman here, and even Neander in his history, speak of
Julizn as nephew instead of cousin to Constantius, as Gibban and
Warbarton deserilie him,  Jiulian’s father, called Julins (Constan-
tins, was brother to Constantine, and uoncle to Copstanting the
Emperor, who being Constantine’s son, was thercfore Julien's
eagin,




