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PREFACE.

Triie forms in which the Christian faith iz now
assailed are,—

1. Asto the Father. 1t is sought to destroy
the idea of a petsonal God by obliteraling the
distinetion between matter and spirit, and making
natore the enfficient exuse and end of all things,

2. Asto the SBon. His mission is reduoced to
the level of this natural system apd compressed
within its limits=. All that assumes to transcend
these limits, not excepting that transeendent mira-
¢le npon which the whole structure of Christianity |
rests, the Resurrection, is rejected or thrast out
of sight behind that mythical veil which conceals
the origin of all religions. In this view the per-
fected patural man hecomes of right the Bon of
God and Heir of the world.

3. As to the Bpirit. It is denied that e pro-
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, and speci-
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ally from the risen Son of man, as that now
creating energy by which all things are to be
made new, both n the region of man's life and
in that physical sysicm to whiclh e stamds re-
lated. Tt is affirmed that all things must con-
tinue as they were, and thut whatever renovation
is effected in man, or in the system of things to
which he belongs, must be wrought out by the
well-known agencies of nature, and munst proceed
aceording to her fixed and cochanging laws,

And so the thoughts of men are turned away
from ITim * Who iz and Who was and Who is to
come,”

This volume docs not oppose these errors with
scientific freatise nor yet with elsborate exegeais.
It is made up of fervid pulpit utterances, which,
while not disduining the teachings of seience, seek
to carey some new light into Ler realms from
Beripture, enubling us to look scross Ler boun-
daries and to eatch glimpses of the veiled [ace of
our Father God.

And they project light, from the same source,
upon the mystery of the Christ and behind the
veil which now concenls Him, and show what
meaning attaches to manhood in the light of this
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manifestation of God and of the glory which ia
yet to be revealed. And they show what harvest
the 8pirit ia ripening on these fields of creation,
of which His firet fruits in our hearts and hodies
are the earnest and the pledge.

They are now sent forth npon whatever mission
of instroetion, of comfort, or of warning the God
of all grace and truth may bave in store for
‘them,
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