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PREFACE.

P
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Owing to the fact that two welledited books of
Macanlay’s Mssaya have already appeared in this series,
each containing information and suppestions common fo
8ll of hie essays, it does not secm necessary that any
part of that same matter shonld be repeated in this vol-
mme. A farther reason for breviiy in introduction is
that the two essays here chosen swell the size of the
book beyond that of most of the other pumbers of
the series,

There is one fact in particolar to which the editor
wishea to give the place of emphasis: TuE wazivs com-
FRISING THIS VOLUME AR EMINENTLY LITERAEY. They
arg the most distinctively literary of Macaulay’s Essays,
and are therefore best adapted to the purpose for which
they have been chosen. The essays of Macaulay pre-
eeding in the series — % Chatham™ and % {live ” — are his-
torieal and biographieal, and yet are of unusval literary
value. But the teacher of English literature will recog-
nize at once the immense gains to the young student of
8 comparative study of Milton and Addison, the two
writers who stand highest in their respective depart-
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ments, of literature — eapecially when that study is
directed by Macaolay.. There are probably but two other
books oo the list of entrance requirements in English
literature, 2= adopted by the Assoeiation of New Eng-
land Colleges, that arc us fruitfol of wholesome resulta
to the stmdent as is m critical comparative study of
Macaulay’a Esaaye on Milton and Addison,

In this eomparative study of the two essays the n
structor will not neglect to bring out, incidentally, the
differences, particularly in style, dee to the fact that
the one was written in Maesaulay’s youth, the other in
his maturity.

The main features of the present volume are : —

1. A carefully selected texi, the result of a compari-
aon, word by word, of the best English edition, published
during Macanlay’s lifetime, and with his eorreetion and
revizion ; and four other standard editions of more recent
publication.

2. A carefully selected consensuz of opinion concern-
ing Macaulay as an essayist.

3. A selected list of the best critical and bingraphical
references on Macaulay.

4. Oue gelection from Macaulay's poems, — “The Bat
tle of Ivry.”

A classified table of all of Macaulay's Essays, histort
cal, biographiecal, literary, eritical, ete., was prepared for
this edition, but the limits of the buok precluded its
insertion.

Jaues CHALMERS,
Oum Brate UNMIvERsITY. Columbus, O., April, 1563,
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