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THOUGHTS

O THE

RESPONSIBILITY OF MAN.

CHAPTER 1. '
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY.

WE are not called upon in this work to prove
that God governs the world. We are allowed to
take it for granted that our readers receive the
Bible in faith ; and we may address each indivi-
dual as St Paul addressed his nohle anditor,
“ King Agripps, believest thou the prophets?
I know that thou believest” If, then, we be-
Lieve the prophets, we must believe that the
Almighty Ruler of the universe looks down with
interest on the concerns of this world which He
has made ; that the Most High ruleth over men,
and to accomplish his mighty purposes, exalt-
eth or depresseth those great princes who, while
seeking their own will, have but subserved the
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£ WATIONAL RESPONBIBILITY.

designs of Omnipotence. 'Fhe Jewish people of
ald were chosen to be the depositaries of revalal
ton, the guardians of truth :—they prospered so
long a8 they fulfilled fhese high trusts; they
were brought low when they neglected thesn
“ Aggyria, the rod of mine anger,” was, as the
Lord bad threatened, raised up to humble them;
and it would be easy, in reviewing the history of
this distingnished nation, to point out how ex-
actly their prosperity was proportioned to the
faithfulness with which they fulfilled their high
destiny, and how continuaily their lapses into
that idolatry which they were exalted to de-
stroy, were visited with the heaviest punish-
méngs.

The distribution of talents to nations, as well
as to individuals, is diverse; but the responsibi-
lity which attaches:to each is in exaet propor-
tion to the advantiges receivedl. The whole
tenor of gospel teaching goes to prove the so-
lemn fact, that “ to whomsoever much is given,
of him much will be required.” The woes of
Chorazin are declared to be greater than those
of Tyre, because she had enjoyed the advan-
tages of Christ's teaching and miracles, without
profiting by them : and, even the doom of guilty
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MATIONAL REABONEIBILITY. 3

Sodom is pronounced less dreadful than that of
Capernaum, which had been exalted to heaven
in the enjoyment of gospel privileges, but should
be thrust down to hell for her neglect of them.
Bat, if the favours bestowed on these easiern
wities were great, how much greater are the fa-
vours bestowed on Christian England: if their
responaibility was heavy, how much heavier is our
own? We have witnessed their punishment, let
us take warning by their example ; and that we
may become sensible of our responsibility, let us
take a survey of our privilegea. For no wor-
thiness of ours, but by the undeserved mercy of
‘God, have we been distinguished as a mnation;
reared indeed, and educated amid the storms of
adversity and the conflicts of faction; but only
rendered by these trials, like cur mative oak,
more vigorous and more firm, The moral and
intellectual darkness, which during the middle
ages wrapt Europe in ita shade, extended to
gur western igle, but was not unhroken by some
brilliant lights, and we were among the first to
hail with joy the dawning of that glorious day,
when the Reformation, bursting like the sun
from the clouds of night, threw its brilliant and
startling rays ever the Continent, and lighted up



