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PREFACE.

N sending out this little book of loving memories
my niece and 1 feel how difficult it is to do justice
to J. S. Sewell's character ; and the difficulty has
been increased by the absence of letters and papers,
and also by the fact that very few of his contempor-
aries are lcft, or arc able to supply material about his
early life. If we except the time of his residence in
Madagascar, his was an uneventful life as regards his
position in a public capacity. In his own family
there was much of trial, from illness and suffering,
which was always borne in calm, unquestioning
submission to the will of God, and it 1= thi trait in
his character to which the writer has sought to draw
attention. May it be a word in season to some of us
who are at times weary and disheartened by the ewvil
and sorrow around ; encouraging us to do the little
we can do, and to wait patiently for God to work in
His own best time.

H. M. GRACE.






EARLY YEARS. 13

nephew, who on his part used to consult him on many
religious subjects,

To an enthusiastic and ardent young man, Friends
of that period appeared to be lacking in vitality, to be
living on a past reputation rather than fitting them.
selves for usefulness in the present. Joseph Sewell
was evangelical i his views, fearful that the Society
had got into a groove of self-complacency, and so was
somewhat inclined to believe that all religious efforts
cutside its borders must be good. So convinced was
he that water baptism was essential to a Christian
confession that he decided to leave the Friends; also
he thoight there might be more opening for missionary
service if he was unfettered by Cluaker trammels. At
this time, when the door was closed to missionary work
in Madagascar, he had some thought of working among
the Jews in Syria.

He wrote lengthy, argumentative letters to his
father concerning Baptism, quoting many texts which
he thought bore on the subject. Abraham Sewell
respected his son's convictions, and of all his children
Joseph was the one most assured of a definite date of
cotwversion, and, at that time, most reliant on his own
judgment and opinion; but his father seriously
remonstrated with him when he sugpested re-
signing his membership in the Scciety, advising the
delay of six months, besides entering very fully into
the theological aspect of the subject. TRobert Jowett
also tried to help him, and his unfailing kindness, his
efforts to understand [oseph Sewell's point of view and
to give him wise counsel, though apparently fruitless






