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PREFACE.

pi—

IT in the chject of these Tessons, to unlock, a0 it were,
a casket of wseful kpowledge; and to present to the
learner, a compendions view of the importance of Mi-
nerilogy®. Theproprietor of landed estetes, the artizan,
and manufactnrer, may all repder this science sebservient
to their respective ndvantages.

Tar auther, fully aware of the difficulties the learner
has to encounter in reading volumincus treatises on Mi-
neralogy, has endeavoured, by eesy description, and
concise explanation, te give hin o knowledge of the sci-
ener, withoot Stigning his mind, or diverting his atten
ticn, by the enumerntion of endless varicties.

Tax beginnar will move readily attain a konowledge of
Minerals, by aveiling himself of the aid of Chemistry,
which will not oply afford bim additional amosement,
bat greatly facilitate his fnquiries.—~The Acide disclye
the moetals, which may be precipitated under various
forms, in small glass tubes, aod watch-glames, as de-
sctibed in the following pages,

® & Dur National strenpth and iches wre derived from our mines.™



vi PREFACE.

Tue aid of the blow-pipe is indispensable; it is scarce-
Iy possible o find words suficiently strong to mn;e].r an
ides of the importance uml the use of this little instru-
ment; for, by blewing through it acress the Hame of a can-
dle; such 2o intense degree of heat iz instantly produced,
that smeall particles of Gold, Silver, Copper, &¢. may be
fimed with facility, when placed on charcoal, and held in
contact with thepoint of the Gsme. Thess experimentsars
particularly interesting, and are performed soimmediately
under tha eye of the practitioner, thot he cannot refrain
from observing the changes which take piace on the ap-

" plication of hest: the vapors and the color of the slag

{more parlicularly when borax Is wsed) elucidate many
important facts  The whole of the materials necessary
for such examinatiens atarcely occupy the space of = tea-
caddy. :









