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THE COAT OF ARMS OF

JOHN WO0OD OF LARGO,

GOVERNOR OF THE ISLE OF MAN,
17611777,
Inkerited from the ancient ddmiral,



4 MEMENTO FG.R MY NEPHEW,
Budrewf- George Wlood,

JWHOM  MAY THE POQWER ETERNAL

PROTECT’ AND PRESERVE,
TO BECOME, AS LIFE MATURES,"
A CDOD MaN,

AND A BRAVE AND KINDLY GENTLEMAN,

FROM HIS AFFECTIONATE AUNT,
;
Franges Wary Foniagn.

A 1361

“ A pidtare o the paf,"
In lights and Badaws falling,
And all this lifé & myflery,
Whercin, Faith, fibmiffive,
Veiln her fight, and queflions never
The fovereigaty nor grace of Ged.




Tris Hiftory of the Woods of Largo was commenced
with the intention only of clearing away, chiefly for my
brother's fake, upon hearing it exclaimed after reading
Tait's Memoir, © Then we are not defcended from the
< old Sir Andrew after all,” of clearing away the doubts
to which this Memoir had thus rather painfully given
birth. As time went on, and opportunity was found for
looking over the aid to be obtained from proofs exifting,
and words and events and incidents were recalled of which
memory had been alone the keeper, the fubjeét increafed
gradually towards many others, fome of which, in unifon
with my own feelings, I have ventured to exprefs. For this
I muft truft to be pardoned thould they be deemed irrela-
tive. 1 would even at the prefent moment, were I to confider
principally myfelf, remove much that it may not be quite
agreeable to me to bring into the view of any but thofe
mott clofely and moft perfonally related to me; but I refled
{ometimes upon the future as well as upon the paft, and
when the mental vifion is difclofed before me of the
young and interefted of generations to come, looking back
to an age that is gone, I determine to think of felf-regard
no more, and to leave unchanged thefe ials, as
they are, and as they have arifen from all that has fallen
within my own knowledge and remembrance.
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It may be neceffary for me alfo to requeft indulgence
if, in reciting from different authors, I have occafionally
been i ate, but, not expeéing publication, I had taken
fome notes lefs in their full integrity than they might have
been, yet ftill I can affirm that all are fubftantially corre&,
whilft in the laft concluding lines from Tennyfon, it has
appeared to me not wrong to f{ubftitute this fentence—
¢ defire of good name,” for the original, *the defire of
< fame,”— for | have written in moft part for. the young,
and I would not have for them the latter fentiment,
valuable though it be, imprefled as the fentiment of
the preater importance.

B8

February, 1862,

P.5.—4 lolg and forrow whith babe come to me
fince the abobe Wag twritten, in April lak peac, babve pre-
dented until now the completion of rhig work; bur nowm
J offer it, be@bes to my litle nephetw, ag a token alfo of
Iove anb affemfon, fn veberentfal cave for one of the
late® wihes of mp eber dear bughand, to our ovon fon,
Dorace Hontagu.

fBarcp, 1863. L




Memorials,
&Fr. &9,

N the pages following there are notes and obfer-
vations taken from various papers in my pofleffion,
and from printed and other records of Englith and Scotrith
families, regarding the family of Wood of Large, and its
connexions and extradtion, which may not be without fome
value to thofe who bear that diftin@ive Family Title;
therefore I have endeavoured to place them together as
well as the materials and the uncertainties of feveral of the
attendant circumftances have permitted, with the hope that
they may be of fervice to my little nephew, and of afliftance
in giving to him efpecially, and to others of us alfo, an
increafed affurance of that long defcent, which until the
appearance of the Memoir referred to and of which an
abridgement is given, had never before been queftioned.
The notes are taken, firff, from the papers which were
drawn up in due legal form when our uncle Sir Mark
Wood (he was then Colonel Wood) became one of the
claimants of the Roxburghe fucceffion in the year 1805,
and the originals of which I believe to be laid afide in the
Houfe of Lords with other law forms of fimilar nature.
B



