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free-thinking and scepticiem, though outwardly, for politic
ressons, they conform as strictly to forms and symbols as the
orthodox. %'lmu, aa regards both those who sre within and
those who are outside the arthodox chureh, there i3 noderneath
apparent conformity a striking absenee of spivitual faith—that
faith which is © the evidence of things not seen, the substance
of things hoped for,”” From the bigotry and dogmatism of
traditional creeds to the oold nbstrection of raticoalism, the
entire rtelirious lifs of the nineteenth century betrays a
lamentable went of spiritoal inslght, and of that direct inspi-
ration which alone ean give us light onte salvation. From
such tendencies, which characterize the civilization of the pre-
sent age, India is not altopether free. Deerapit with age as
she is in relation to ber snecient greatness, and quite in her
infancy in relation to modern civilization, she has with peculiar
readinese eaught this wide-spread contagrion. Politieally and
intellectually, England is cur master. We have been hronght
up in the school of English thought, and have been inoculated
with Western idess and eentiments. Hence 18 it that wo see
in India a dim refection of ali that is poing on at present in
civilized Forope. The physicel resourees of the country are
undergoing wonderful expansion and developmont, and every-
where we behold daily multiplying signs of material pros.
perity. The intelleetual gloom which for centuries covered
its face is being diepelled by the rays of liberal edueation, and
the mists of idolatry and superstition are fast disappearing.
But alas! what have we instead of these? The materialism
of modern civilization, Utilitarian views heve already spread
far and wide among the sducated classes, and Positiviem
counts its followers by hundreds, Tew care nbout the sacred
interests of the soul; aud those whodo, reat satisfled with a
few wague ratipnalistic dogmas. Tt is certainly the doty of
all who are interested 1o the welfare of India, fo eadeavour
to check, in due senson, these seeptical temdencies of the
age, and to infiz in the minds of the rising pensration
such positive ideas of the higher trutha of religicn as may
enable them to attain the bleszings of salvation. To put
forth my humble sfforts in thie direction, o far as my limited
capacities will sllow, is the main ghject I have in view in
appearing before you this evening, The people of India must
be roused from their lethargy and apathy, and saved from the
dungers of smooth but treachsrous materialism. This life of
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wpirifaal stagnation that e see sround 98 is woful; this spread-
-ingr infection of sueptical fancies in appalling. The enslaved
gpirit of the nation muoat rise and bestir ifaelf freely to the holy
activities of the higher life, That guestion is or should be as
solemn and pressing with us in India now as it ever was else-
where,—* What shall I do to be saved®” And for a proper and
ractical solution of this question, we must, with sineers and
umbla hearts, rely on fGod, and pray without eeasing that He
may revesl Himself to us, and purify and regenerate us by the
direct sction of His holy spirit. For, in order that wa may be
ganotified and saved, we must hold direct and parsonal commmn-
mign with God, each for himself, and so feel and eslablish our
relations with Him, that our hearts may be for ever open to
Hie living and holy inspiration. And as God eommunicates
His spivit to ne in certain mysterious ways, a  proper compra-
henzion of the secrzt of such communivation i3 obviously of
greatimportanee to our salvation. Thonzands, we know,
have, in all ages, searched for truth and God in the dry wells
of ancient traditions snd outward symbols, to =atisfy their
spiritual thirst; but it was not #ill they discovered and drank
of the decp fountain of divine revelation, that they felt truly
blessed with the pura water of saving truth. Tt 1s therefors
necersaty to ingquire how God reveals Himeelf to man,

The first manifestetion of God is in nature, and it is from
thia that the eurliest religione impressions of men and nations
have been derived, This is the primary and ordinary revela-
tion of God, and one which ig accessible and intelligible to
all alike. Man, in tha eimplicity of bis uoeducated mind,
and withont the aid of logic or philosophy, * traces natore up
to uvatwre’s God.” He caunct bot do se. The universe
exhibits on all sides innnmerable marks of design and beaunty,
of adaptation and method, which he emnot explain except by

.referring them to an Intellipent First Cause, the Creator of
this wvast universe, FEoch objeet in nature reminds us of its
Maker, and draws the heart in spontaneons reverence to His
infinita majesty. The stupendous Himalayas, the vast deep
Atlantie, the flowing rivulet, the fragrant and beantifal ross,

.the warbling bird, and all thet is grand and beautiful in the
world below, and the heaveus above, “declare the glory of
God, and shew Hia handiwork,” and inspire devotional feelings
in the soul towards Him who made them, Verly, there are
“ tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in
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stones, and good in every thing.” Botia God manifest in
the universe simply &a ita Maker—who created it, but has no
eonneciion whatever wilth it st present? Does the universe
bear the same relation to God as the watch doesfo the weteh-
maker? Certainly not. The world cannot exist for one mo-
ment withoot God. He is ita life and power. He is the power
of all secondary powers, the true life of all liviog beings. Heis
the immanent power of the world ; its in-dwelling life. The
BaOI@ POWeEr t.l!:at crested men and things supports them.
They ean have no independent power or existence apart from
their Maker, In Him we “live and move and have our
being.” It is not true as some would have it, that God erest-
ed the world, invested anch ohject and being with certsin
powers, and left them to work independently, aosording to
certnin fixed laws. Law simply denotes mode of action, and
can have no agency ; while the eecondary powers inherent in
objects, which indeed act and prodoce all the striking effects
and phenomena we hehold in nature, are dependent upon the
primary power of the Almighty. God the Creator should
not be eonceived apart from God the Preserver. If the world
is real, it is real becausze of the divine power which animates
it, and constitntes its immanent vitalily, But is it merely the
intellimence and power of God that we see in nature? We
perceive His poodness in the countless and varied bountiea
which Ha showers on os, snd which make us gratefully bow
to Him as our Mercifel Father, who not only makes us live
but renders lifs agresabls. Tt is He who supplies onr daily
wants ; and even belore we came into the world He made ample
provisions necessary for our sustenance and well-being, He
taketh care of each one of us, and is the giver of every good
that we enjoy. This is a great fact and cannot be ignored—
Qod’s providence. There sre some, however, who affect to
dispose of it as a. peneral providencs, the effoct of God'a
general administration of the world on each individual life, and
therefore not n matter for sperial thanksgiving. The impos-
ing plansibility of sueh an argument cannot pervert the unso-
phisticated simplicity of human nature, or restrain ite spon-
taneous aund generous impulses. Let these men Brgue that,
as God does not direct.ly give into their hands their daily bread,
He can have no speciel claim on their gratitude, for He
-shows no special goodness to them., Men with mimple and
satarsl hearts wiil, however, believe that the food they
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pnt and the pleasures they enjoy are all the pgifts of
Providence ;—the necessary effects of a general economy, it is
true, but not less the penercus pifts of spesial kindness
to each individual recipient of the same, DBefween general
and special providence there 8 no difference in fact. Itis
God's goodness viewed from ditferent stand-points thet makes
the distinetion. The Creator of the universe i the Father of
each individoal man. All His dispensations are peneral as
regarde the world at large, but they are speeial s far as they
fall within the bounds of our individual life, and are respective-
Iy partaken by ma. The same eun that gives licht and heat
to millions of men, may be viewed sither as a part of the
greneral economy of the world, sondueive to gc:mrafpmspeﬂty,
or it may be gratefully loeoked vpon by each individual man
ad mani{'esting God’s merey towards him. Hence to each of
us (God stands in thereletion of I'ather for the manifold hlese-
ings He daily confers on 9. And thue, while we worship God
ng the Creator and npholder of this vagt and magnificent uni-
verse gs & totality, we offer Hitm the grateful homage of onr
hearta as onr Merciful Father for the particular benefits we
detive from His works. Behold the Suprerne Creator and Ruler
of the universe—infinite in wiedom, power, and goodness—
immanent in matter, upholding i, and quickening all its
movements, and mereifally dispensing joy and blessings to
sll His children. Such is the revelation of nature.

But is God manifest only in matter? Is the volume of
natnre His only revelation to man—tha only sourca from
which we are to derive our knowledse of His nature and
attributes, and onr relstions and oblipations to Him? Does
He call forth cur Lomage and gratilude simply by His
wonderful manifestationa m the world of matter, and His
meroiful dispensetion of physieal comforts? No. There is
apother revelation ; there is Ged in History. He who created
and uphelds this vast aniverse, also poverns the destinies and
affairs of nations, The same band which we trace in the lily
and the rose, in rivers and mountains, i the movements of
the planets and the surges of the sea, lates the economy
of human society, and works unseen amid its mighty revoln-
tione, its striking vicigsitudes, and its progressive movements.
History is not what superficial readers take it to be, a barren
record of mesningless facts,—a dry chrenicle of past events
whose evanescent interest vanished with the age when they
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occurred. It is B most enblime revelation of God, end is full
of religious signifieance. It is & vast sermon on God’s provi-
dence with copious and varied iilustrations. Grecian mytho-
logy represents Zens, the supreme ruler of the universe, as the
fa:Ecr, and Memory as the mother of Clio, the musa of
history, thereby shewing that the nature of history is partly
divine and Pnrtly buman., In {act, history is not alogether
secular; it 18 sacved. Ifinstead of merely looking on the surface
of facts and events, whers only human agency is visible, we
dive beneath and trace them to the grest principles which
underlie them, rnd the energies which brought them shout,
we shall find that the souree of all the wisdom and power
they dieplay ia God. Likenature, history reveals the marvel-
lous workings of Providence. Buf in what maoner does God
manifest himself in history ! Through Great Men. For
what is history but t.hareeog of the achievements of those
extraordinary personages who appear from time to time and
lead mankind ; and what ia it that we read thereiz but the
biography of ench men. The history of the world, says
Carlyle, iz the biopraphy of great men. The interest of
nations and epochs centres in them : éliminate them, and yoa
destroy all history, It is with the masses of mankind as with
armies: they act by their leaders, themeelves unknown mnd
ophoticed. In reading of battles, we inveriably miss the
names of the thousands of eommon soldiers who fight on
either side, and meet the names only of their captaiue and
leaders; so in tha wast history of the world we miss the
names 6f ordioary men, whom Vietor Cousin justly ealls * the
anetymoua beinge of the human epecies ;7 only the names of
great men strike the eye, and rivet our interest and sympathy.
Such men talke the leud in 8ll the preat movements of the
world, the multitude always follow, They prominently stand
forth in the van of society, and can hardly be confounded with
ordinary men. A great man is n gient amongst a race of
Egmieszhe towers above the level of ordinary bumanity,

18 greatness is unmistakable. It is through these great
men, these leaders of mankind, that God reveals Himself to us
in history : im short they constitute what we mean by ¢ God
in history.’

Great Men bave also been called Representative Men, Geni-
uses, Heroes, Propheta, Reformers, and Redvemers, according
to their varions fanotions and . charscterieties. Let us now
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proceed to inquire what it is that constitutes great men : what
are the distinctive features in their character which give them
pre-eminence, and distinguish them from ordinary humanity,

But who are they, some may sak on t.he wery fhreshold of
the inquiry, that we should be po anxious about them? The
student of history may study their career with a view to satisfy
his literary euriosity, and add to his stock of historical know-
ledge, and may feel astonished as he reads their wonderful
exploits ; but beyond this what are they to him? They lived
and died like other men, performing their respective parts
in the amphitheatre of history : probably they did great good
to their country, and evinced extraordinary ability and wisdom,
and for all this posterity will rendily give them ecvedit. Bub
whet moral mtercet ean we feel in them? Whatever impor-
tance they may possess ps leading historic characters, are they
of any religiona impertance to 6?7 Yos, they are of the
deepest interest snd importance to our souls, They are
destined to subserva the most roomentons purposes in the
moral economy of all men, of whatever race, or eountry, or age,
With what iz purely personal, local, amd eontingent in them
we have certainly nothing to do; but that which is divine and
universal in them, that which makes them groat men, deeply
eoneerns us all, for it is God’s giftfo ws. Nations rise and
fall, revolutions and wars make a wrockc of society, but troe
preatness always lives—a standing miracle and an abiding reve~
Lation—to epeak unto endless generations and uofo all the
nations of the earth of the insorutable riches of God's wisdom,
power, and goodnesa, This is the sublime purpose of the 11\rna
of great men : this makes every one of us feel a deep moral in-
terest in them, and leads ug to place ourselves in an attitude of
reverent logslty towards them, that we may reseive from them
the precious boon which they werp designed and destined by
God to confer on us.  Wa cannot dishonor or trifle with them;
we cannot disposs of thern as mere great historie churacters
with ¢mpty praise and admiration ; wo muast regaed them as
God’s maenifestations to each one of us, and so open the whole
heart to them, that it may be fitled with all that is great, noble
and divine in them. We should a0 lave and revers them, that
under their influence, and with their aid, we may fnd Him
whom they reveal.

(Great men sre sent by God into the world to benefit

mankind. They are His apostles and missionaries, who bring



