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MORAL TALES.

i e

FATAL EFFECTS OF FALEEHOOD.

Ax honest tradesman, wha had lived several
years & widower inn sen=port town, earning with
difficulty & scanty subsistence for himself and an
only son, died in very indifferent circumstances,
leaving this s almest destitute. His distress
imbuced  Mr. Stevens, a respectable merchant,
who had known the father, to receive the orphan
into his hoose.  He gave young Willinms,—this
wits the orphan’s name—an excellont education,
by which the boy Lencfited so mwuch, that he
gained the friendship of his benefactor, who took
him into hiz counting-house, and prduslly en-
trusted him with the entice management of his
commcrcial nffairs.

Willinms had for seversl years rendered the

n



2 FATAL EFFECTS OF FaLsERDOD.

most essential services to Mr, Stevens, when the
latter availed himscll of an eppoertunity  that
offered to reward them. He was guardian te o
youny lady, the presumptive beivess of an uncle,
whom fame reported 1o have amessed great
wealth in the East Indics. Her hopes of o bril-
linnt fortune had just begun to be a littlo loss
snguing, on gecount of the length of time which
had clapecd since she had lost heard from Ter
East-Indian relation, when she at length reeeived
a letter from Bengal, by which her uncle in-
formed her, that, being in the decling of life, he
wishoil for the compeny of his nicoe; bat, if her
youth amd the delicaey of her sex disinelmed her
to the voyage, he requested a trastworthy pervson
to be sent to him, that he might regulate with
him every thing respecting the fortune, which he
intended to leave her. Emily had searcely at-
pined lher fifteenth year; Mr, Stevens thooght
fer much too young to be cxposed Lo the incon-
veniences and dangers of o long voyage ; he pre-
fevred giving full powers, in her nume, to o confi-
dentinl person, and selected his clork, Williams,
for thiz office.  The latter secepted the commis.
glom with pleasore.  Independently of the great
wlvantages held out by Emily's uncle, he was
ghud to visit the East Indies, the cradle of mun-
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kinul, or, at least, of civilization. He remained
two years at Caleutts, where he gained the
friemdship of Emily's old uncle to sach e degree,
that the latter would net seffer him to think of
retumeng to0 Englamd. But his death having
tappened some time after, Willinms was very
much suepriged, when he found that the old man
hnd pssigned him a rother modernte sum for his
expenses back to Evrope; and commiszioned him
to tike iz seated will and all bis property, con-
verted into  bills of exchunge, to his nlece.
Though seriously dizappointed, Williams did not
grumble at his fate. His prudent economy nnd
the valushle presents which he had occasionslly
received of the rich East-Indion gentleman, fawd
enabled him to sma=s a lttle property, with
which he felt satisfied. He had no sooner settled
all necessiry business, than he embarked for
England, where he arrived safely with iz tren-
sures.  These he deposited in the hands of the
winrdian of Emily, whese sccomplishments mow
enualled her heauty.

A few lmes, written by the testator on the
putside of the will, directed that it should be read
in the presence of o magisteate amd of Emily and
her poardien, by Willioms himself. The proe-
acribed formalities having been attended o, Wil-



