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PREFACQE,

HESE Beasons for being s Churchman are sddressed to
English-speaking Christians, because the ANGLICAN
CounrcH s that part of the CaTnoric CHURCH which has
lawful jurisdletion over that part of the earth which Is occu-
pied by the English-speaking race. Our Church can lay no just
elaim to the obedience of Orientals, Italiang, Frenchmen, Mex-
icans, and the like. They owe allegiance to the Dioceses and
Provinces of the Church Catbolic in their respectlve countries,
Of their peculiar difficulties, of their need of reformation, and
of their proper coursea of actlon, it {8 no part of this book to
treat.

The object in view is twofold : —

Firat, to strengthen those who are alresdy in actual con-
formity with the Anglo-Catholic Chuoreh. It was & profound
obsarvation of our great Archbishop, St. Anselm :

“ Neglegeniia mihe vudebur sf, postguam confirmati sumus in
Fide, non studemus quod eredimus nielligers.™

This * negligence™ among Churchmen iz lamentable and
appalling —& chief cause of indifferentism and apostacy. The
FPrimate of All England recently declared : = There Is perhaps
not even now one Churchman in ten who {8 as well instructed

1. Itmeems to me Lhe part of negligence if, afier wo have bean confrmed 1n
ths Faith, we do oot (ry to understand what we belleve,



riii AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

in the reasons why he is a Churchman, ss Dlssenters or Koman

Catholies are instructed in the arguments whereby their posi- [ mume

tion is defended. This should surely be remsdied.” If thatlg_
milllon nominal adherents of the Church in the United States

did but fairly appreclate the history, the claims, and the bless-

ings of American Catholiciem, the individual faith and piety

and the general Influence of our Church, would be increased an

hundredfold.

The second object in view is to call the attention of our non-
eonforming brethren —Roman and I'rotestant alike—to the
historie eontinulty, the divine authority, the lawful jurisdiction,
the true Catholicity, and the practical advantages of the vener-
able Church of their ancestors and ours, the Mother-Chureh of
the English-spsaking race. Those who have of late conformed
to the Church (and they are a numerous company) agree in eay-
ing that the reason they did mot “come home™ sconer, Was
because they were ignorant of their “ Father's House”™ Burely
the claims of the Reformed Catholle Church of our race—
reformed Indead, but Catholic still —are worth considering.

The argument i stated frankly and from the Catholle stand-
point. Tt first took shape In & course of Sunday evening lec-
tures in the Parish Chureh of St. Paul, Portland, Mafne. It
next appeared as a series of thirty-eix articles in a leading
Church weekly.® Itis now, at the request of many readers —
Bishops, Priests, and laymen = sent forth In book form, with the
prayer that it may contribute something to the glory of Incar-
nate God and the upbuilding of His Kingdom of Grace.

AW, L
PoRTLAND, MATNE, 5t Matthew's Day, 1885.

T “The Living Charch,” Dec. 13th, 1884, to Aug. 29d, 1885,

Luln-u-'{’h‘*‘:
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