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INTRODUCTION.

Tue manner in which this little work originated was
this. The Author was summoned on the Grand Jury
at the Guildhall Quarter Sessions, before the Lord
Mayor, the Recorder, and other magistrates and justices,
on seventh day (Saturday), the 23rd of the 10th month
{October), 1858, and of course objected, as he always
has done, to take the oath, in conseientious obedience to
our Lord’s command, * Swear not at all.”

On the following second day (Monday), & very incor-
rect report of this proceeding appeared in one of our
daily papers, headed *Quager Drerrcvrrms,” which
required explanation. This report, however, pretty
plainly indicated two things: first, that the reporter did
not understand what he was writing about sufficiently
to attempt to abridge it (it would have been better to
have given it verbatim); and, secondly, it showed that
the officer did not either understand the affirmation, or
how to adufinister it properly.



vi INTROUVUOTION.

Whilst writing to set the matter right, it occurred to
the Author that it would be useless, and precions time
lost; there are lots of Gallios in the world, who * care
for none of these things;” neither would a didactic essay
be hardly at all attended to (the Author has written one
long ago, “Oath-taking superseded by Truth-speaking,”
sold by Donnison, 21, Liverpeol-street, London, E.C.)
There are a large number of Christian professors akin
to Gallio, at least they dont care sufficiently to wade
through s long dissertation ; but that if it was written
in a more inviting strain, by way of DIALOGUE, it would
have more attention, and be better understood. Besides
which, there are other # difficulties” besides * Quaker
Difficulties” (as the reporterso quaintly called the refusal
to take the Qath); other vain usages, popular absurdities,
reprehensible, and even sinful and idolatrous customs,
mixed up with public worship, and otherwise, which
have grieved the soul of many a “ way-worn pilgrim to
the land of light” for two centuries or more; and which
neither advice, nor remenstrance, nor suffering, mner
ridicule, nor sarcasm, have yet sncceeded in removing,
but which this Frrespry Drscussion aims to bring up
to the light of the public gaze, that some of their revolt-
ing deformities may be seen and abhorred,

It aims, too, at something more than this; namely,to
excite the enthusiasm of Christians, 1IN SEEEING THE
TRACE AND EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD, as well as the
cxposure of error and manifestation of truth: and
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especially to elicit attention to the principles and usages
of the Society of Friends, which the Aathor belves to be
Jor in advance of any other Christian Society whatever ;
{baring, however, active obedience to our Lord’s com-
mand to all His disciples, “ Go ye, and teach all nations,”
i which it cannot be said that Friends are in advance,
but are rather in the rear of other professing Christians.}
The Society, however, is more and more improving in
this respect: in which the Author rejoices exceedingly,
for he never could see whya Christian Society of people,
one of whose first, fundamental, and distinguishing prin-
ciples, always has been, that which our Lord Himself
preached to the people, namely, * The kingdom of God
is within you,” should not be Foremost in inviting the
world’s attention to that blessed truth, as George Fox
and other ancient Friends were.

In conclusion, the Aunthor would further remark, that
if in these pages any sharp or strong expression is
ohserved, it must be remembered that it deals not
with persons but with principles, and that too, he trusts,
in the spirit of love, which is the only genuine spirit of
Christianity.






