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PREFACE.

IS tract is printed from a manuscript
written on five sheets of paper folded in
guarto form. The leaves have been slight-
ly cut and now measure seven and a half inches
by five and a half. The paper is water-marked
with a hand or glove, to the middle finger of
which a six pointed star is attached by a short
line. Each page contains from 22 to 25 lines
closely written in a correspondence hand of the
earlier half of the 15th century.

The manuscript is now in the possession of
Mr. Denison of Albemarle-street and is regarded
as one of the most interesting relics in his famous
angling collection. To him it came from the
library of Mr. Jesse at the dizpersal of which by
avction in November, 1868, it was sold for 45s.

The following note by Mr. Joseph Haslewood,
giving its previous history as far as is known, is
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now bound up with the original, and a transcript
in the handwriting of the same gentleman :

“Of this volume. The following 20 pages is the
fragment of a manuscript of the earlier part of the
avth century and forms a considerable portion of
the ‘little pamphlet’ first printed in the Book of
St, Albans, This is the same manuscmipt as is
noticed in the Introduction to the reprint of that
volume (p.63) as formerly in the possession of the
typographical historian William Herbert who trans-
eribed $ame, and that copy is there referred to as
then possessed by the late Mr. Townley. The
original, here preserved, passed from the possession
of Herbert to Mr. Brand, and from Inm to the late
Geo-ge Isted, Fsq., who pregented it to me a few
months before he died. It was bound with other
mannseripts of less interest and value. A paginary
transcript was added for the convenience of reading,
whereino it will be found the letter y is occasionally
substituted for the Saxon compound character P
or th. Bound by C. Lewis, rdz3. I.R"
At the reference here given to the reprint in

1810 of the treatise attributed to Dame Juliana
Burnes, Mr. Hazslewood says :

“It extends to the instructions respecting the
trout, and stops with the bait to be used im Sep-
tember, There is the customary difference in
erthography; and three instances occur of variations
in the introductory matter, which may here be pre-
served.” (p. 63) -
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He then quotes the passage on our third page
beginning, “Many a gyn & many a snayr he
maket” ; the addition on page four of the words :
% and sum tyme death” ; while the third variation
is given as follows ;

“Also whoso wol vse ye game & disporte of
anglyng, he must take hede to thys sentence of the
olde pube yt is thise vsus

Surge miser mane 5q noli surger, vane

Sanctificat sanat dicat quog surger. mane "
This passage will be found (with a differetice} on
our fifth page.

The *Advertisement” to Mr. Pickering’s
reprint of the * [reatyse of fysshynge"” pub-
lished in 1827, also makes mention of the manu-
script and in these terms :

“ The only MS. of the Freafyse which is known
to be extant, is a [ragment now in the possession of
Joseph Haslewood, Esq, and which formerly
belonged to Mr, William Herbert. [t does not
extend farther than the instructions relating to the
bait for trout ; and the different readings between
it and the printed copies, whick are very few and
unimportant, are minutely given by that accurate
and indefatigable reviver of old English litersture
in his reprint of the Boke of 5t. Alban's,”

We are unaware of any other printed reference
to the manuscript.



