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1
HORTLY after Lord Randolph

Churchill's death, his mother asked
me to write something about him. I
excused myself as 1t was then too near
his time. It may be still too near, at
least to armive at a cool and impartial
estimate; that in any case can scarcely
be done by a personal friend. But now
that his Life has appeared I may per-
haps venture to acquit myvself of what
I feel to be in some sort a debt, In any
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case it 15 a melancholy satisfaction to set
down what I can properly publish of one
of the most remarkable men, with perhaps
the most remarkable career, of my time.

This much in preface. But it may be
urged, Why write at all, when so much
has been written so recently and so well ?
My answer would be that I knew my
friend as a contemporary ; and the knowl-
edge of a contemporary and a son are
essentially different. I do not in any
sense compete with what his sen has
produced. His book is a careful and
authoritative life. Mine at most is only
a reminiscence and a study.

Little indeed can be added to the Life.
Lord Randolph Churchill is fortunate in
his son and his hiographer; for the Life
is a remarkable book, and, considering
the difficultics that beset the author, it
is little less than marvellous.
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To no one could the task of narrating
Lord Randolph's carcer he casv; to wrile
it ten years after hig death required no
common courage.  But to a son bound
by all the ties and truth of {ilial devation,
yvet who may be said not to have known
his father, politically spealking, at all;
who was determined to write as impar-
tially as possible; who has himself taken
the step from which his father shrank,
and has exchanged Toryism for Liberal-
izm: and who has therefore to face some
hostility on both sides, Liberal antago-
msm to his father and Tory resentment
towards himseli, the work presented ob-
stacles that might well have been in-
superable,  But Mr. Winston Churehill
has overcome them all.  Tactfuliess has
not perhaps been considered the strong-
est element in his Corinthian comnosi-
tion; but tact was the first requisite of
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