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Preface

I am almost ashamed twsay that this little hook represents the
spare hours of the last eight years, Tt is ten years since I unidencok
it, at the request of the late Prof. E. M. Brown, of the University of
Cincinnati. It has been a labour of love and pleasare, exeept for the
waste involved in plcking wp the threads again cach suomn after
an interval of ten or eleven munths, The text alune occupied weeks
{including several vialta to Exeter co consult the M3} the pune-
tuation, days. I have not cared abous recovering an adeitional letrer
here and there in the numerous mutilated passages; but I have cared
geeatly to try and evalye a more intelligible coxt in the many whole

g that were yet obscurs. The Bidifier ace the maost difficult
()1d English text I know, because the cdicor needs to combine the
quaithettions of an editer, a nddler, and an antiquary in about cqual
proportdons, Tosuch qualifications I can lay no clin : my sole
gualification 5 thar 1 [iave cadeavoursd o let neither the riddler
carry it with a high hand ewer the edicor ror the editor over the
rididler. “The rm]:,.- safe rond to rildle-puessing 3 the compararve
method, combined with someantiguarian investigation into the exact
form and construction of objects in early times,

RKight or weong, my own cenclusions are in the main indepenident ;
that i to say, I have read everything that acemed worth reading
and foemed my own judgment. No civaley, it seems to me, is pos-
sible between chis edition and that of Prof. Topperi bot it i
NECCSIATY Lo state quite g_lr,.n.rl_l,. the pelaiong in date between the two
bocks. Thetext of this edition was cos npletedin 1gog § a1 the end
of that year the Notes were inished,except for a few reserved mat-

ers§ but the Introduction was still unweitten,  Then the heavy duties



vi Preface

connected with the Examinership in English at London University
compelled me 1o put this werk altogether on one side for two years,
unti} the avtumn of g1, when, aad in the following Christmas
VACILH, 1 Wild comp deted, Menntime, early in 1g1o Prof, Tupper
sert e m copy of hisedition ; vetll T received ity 1 bad no ink-
]|nl;_" that he was :nﬂ.[k:ed I, OF CFEE COnLemp ].E.[I.I'I_E:_', auch a ook,
My Introduction then alene reained to be written; and in the
eircumstances [ deemaed that 1 wus not entitled to make any use of
I35 researches, except o state with greater L-mp"na&':s those points,
if any, in whick 1 differed froin bim, Befose the appearance of his
u-lttlun howewer, 1 had made full use ot hiz informing snd stim-
whating anicley in Madern Language Netes (19ag), on *+The Com-
paritive Study of Fididies.™

Cme pleasant task remains: to thank those grood friends who have
en willingly helpad me. The Rev, Chancellor Edmaonds of Exeler
gave ing rt'.uhr weoess ko the MS,, sometines b very meonvenment
hours aund without any turewarning ; Mliss _T I, "'.l-mtgu:rntr_r,. of
Excter made the exact meastrgments pisen in the first foct-note to
Kiddle g1: and Mr. A, E. BMocgan of University College, Exeter,
though a complete stmnper to me, most readily consuleed the KIS,
miwre than onee in order o verify my tiacings and memoranda,
The Giencral Edior, Praf. Fo KL Brown, teok the kindhest mierest
mthe PrOEIEss v thie work ¢ since Tiis death I Liawve gn:ath' missed his
knowledge and eritical acunien. Two old pupils of mine, Max
Drrengean of Camliridge and Beenard Titt ol London, have done
wlhatever [ wanted whenever 1 wwanted i, Last and greatest, my
friend, G. Ainshie Hight, late of the Indian Forest Service, has
becn ILF.L the Uen 'L.rmn 55|.n'<mt. he relieved e entively of 1he
immensg laboue ol making the glossary § without his ready symju-
I1|.1.' .4.]1:_1 |_h|_-=|:r'!,' 14 1' A ||:|_|: ".'.'-I_Il_'k. 1."-"I'I-I.L.I.! [T SR hasye comme 1 i'“l:ﬂ]'lpl.l.‘llﬂl'l.
Much of the ercdit is his § the many Bwits and defects are mine.

=" Avkren . WiyaTT
CAMBRIDGE, APRIL, TgI1z J )
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