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PREFACE.

SomE books are written to sell ; others to (Mustrate
a principle. I shall have atlained both ebjects, if
this little wark meats wi‘m popular favor, 1 believe
in individual freedom of writing acd buying, 1 have
written for my own pleasure sad prode. I the public
purchase for the same reasons, both parties will be
galisfied, My story is foundad eq fact, ot I chink
it will be conceded that it s * stranger than fiction.”
If curicas people expect to fiad anything in it bear
ing directly ar indirectly on the grea! “tral' in the
elucidation of which [ was necessarily made a witness,
I am Lappy to know ther will be disappointed. It
may, however, be some consoation for them Lo learn
that had it nat been for that wisfortine, it would be
possible for me to earn an honest living in a less
public way than this.  As it is, T have chosen a path
which [ hope will lead to profit and favor.

B. T.
Wew York, Cersder, 1875,
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