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PREFACE

THE officials sent to New England by the Stuarts were
harshly dealt with by the early historians of Massachusetts.
Some attempts have been made to rehabilitate Andros and
Randolph, but little has been done for Joseph Dudley, whaose
carcer was longer than that of any other official in early
Massachusetts. It iz not, however, the purpose of this
monograph to meet the criticisms of Dudley's character ;
his personality, indeed, though interesting, was singularly
unlovely. I have rather attempted to examine the Stuart
colonial policy and to set forth the practical political prob-
lems connected with its application in New England, and
to show the parts played by the various agencies connected
with its development. I have viewed Dudley as un English
official charged with the execution of the English policy,
and although taking into consideration his personality, I have
investigated more particularly the problems and difficulties
which faced all royal officials in New England at that period.
Joseph Dudley was chosen partly because he has been so
savagely attacked, but largely because in a study of his
career 1 was able to touch all the New England colonies
and New York as well, and to cover the period from the
first imposition of the Stuart policy upon New England until
the accession of George 1.

I wish to acknowledge the kind assistance that has been
extended to me by the authorities and officials of the Library
of Harvard University, the Smith College Library, the
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vi PREFACE

American Antiquarian Society, the Hampshire County Bar
Association; and the officials in charge of the Massachusetts
Archives, the British Museum, the Privy Council Office,
the Public Record Office, and the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts in London, and the
Bodleian Library of Oxford University, Acknowledgments
are also due to Professor C. M. Andrews of Yale University,
who kindly put hiz expert knowledge of the English archives
at my disposal while T was carrying on the investigation of
the English material. Especial acknowledgments are due
to Professor A. B. Hart of Harvard University, under whose
direction a dissertation was prepared upon the same subject
and offered in partial fulfilment for the requirements of the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1904, But, above all,
I am under the greatest obligations to Professor Edward
Channing, who first suggested the subject and under whose
direction the early investigation was carried on, and who has
given freely of his time in reading and criticising the manu-

script and proof.
EVERETT KIMBALL.

SMITH COLLEGE, April, g1z,
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THE PUBLIC LIPE OF
JOSEPH DUDLEY

CHAPTER I

THE EARLY LIFE OF JOSEPH DUDLEY AND THE LOSS
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS CHARTER

1600—1686

TaE life of Joseph Dudley falls between the period of the
settlement of New England and the American Revolution.
His public career did not begin until Charles 11 had been on
the throne for more than ten years; and most of his asso-
ciates were men of the second generation, who faced new
conditions and were called upon to solve other problems than
those of the first planters. The material condition of Mas-
sachusetts had alsa changed. Commerce had fourished,
wealth had increased, and a party devoted to the preserva-
tion of these interests had arisen and was strongly opposing
the leaders of the first generation of settlers, who recalled
the time when Mauossachusetts existed independently of both
crown and commonwealth. By birth and training Joseph
Dudley belonged to the party of independence; but his
career was a direct contradiction to his inheritance, and was
spent in a consistent endeavor to realize the aims of the
moderate party of the seventeenth century, which developed
into the loyalist party of the eighteenth, This is the key
to his political activity, and he should be judged by the aims



