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PREFACE.

Dowmrc the last few vyears, the plants popularly
designated as “ Florsts’ flowers” have been very
much sought after by the general public, and their
cultivetion has ¢onsequently been much extendad.
Many persons with but littls kmowlsdge of practical
harticulture see them in the gardens of friends ; they
gre charmed with their sweetness, their besutiful
colours, and exquisite form; and naturally hesome
anxious to procure and grow them; but they are
confronted at the outset with two difficulties, the
trouble of obiaining the plants, and the absence of any
definite knowledge as to their requirements. A
gentleman of considerable horticultural experience once
said to me, “ It is possible that persons with plenty of
meney at their command may be able to procure s
eollection of Aurieulas, but probably not more than
one in ten of them could keep the plants in health
after they have obtained them.” I have many timen
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been asked for information as o the proper treatment
of various florisis’ flowers by amateurs of this elass,
and also by gentlemens’ gardeners, who, though pos-
sessing an intimate knowledge of the various branches
of their profession, still had no practical knowledze of
the technicalities incidental to some sections of flori-
caltore ; and it is to meet the want, the growing want,
a3 I believe, of such information, that has induced
me to string my thoughts together, and commit them
to print in the following pages, with the hope that,
in however humble a way, the directions there
given may prove of some service to the cause of
floriculture.

There arc still & few of the old florists alive who eul-
tivated the Aurieula fifty years ago, and who still pay
unwearied attention to the flowers they loved and tended
in their youth. Such an one is Mr. Alex. Meiklejohn
of the Raploch, near Stirling, where the worthy old
man may be seen tending his plants in the same place
a8 he watched over them fifly years ago; and what a
large fund of rational enjoyments he obtains from his
plants all the yoar round. He remarked to me a few
yoars ago when I visited him, “ that there was not 2
happier old man in all Beotland.”  Nearly all his
'eoniemporuieahaw passed aweyexcept Peter Camphell
of Falkirk, but the works of such men as Bobert
Trail of Aberledy, George Lighthody of Falkirk,
Richard Headly of Btapleford and others, remain as
living witnesses of their skill and perseverance.



