DAYS WITH WALT

WHITMAN: WITH

SOME NOTES ON
HIS LIFE AND WORK



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649560189

Days with Walt Whitman: With Some Notes on His Life and Work by Edward Carpenter

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



EDWARD CARPENTER

DAYS WITH WALT

WHITMAN: WITH

SOME NOTES ON
HIS LIFE AND WORK

ﬁTrieste






Days with
Walt Whitman



ays with = =
Walt Whitman

Hith some Notes on bis
Life and Work = s« =

By Edward Carpenter

New York : The Macmillan Co.
London : George Allen & Sons

Mcmyiii

(92 &



A VISIT TO WALT WHITMAN
IN 1877

T was on the 2nd of May 1877, that
—crossing the water from Philadelphia
—I knocked at the door of 431 Stevens
Street, Camden, The house, a narrow
three-storied one, stood in one of those
broad tree-planted streets which are com-
mon in the States; and Whitman was
staying there, hoarding with his brother
Colonel George Whitman and wife—
making the establishment at any rate his
headquarters, though frequently absent
from it, I waited a few minutes in a sit-
ting-room of the usual type—one or two
ornamental tables, with photograph books,
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Whitman in 1877

Americans, his sympathies lay with Russia.
His idea was thzt Russia stood i meed of
a southern outlet (Constantinople) for her
people and growing energies, that Turkey
was falling in pieces, and that England
was beginning to pursue “the wise policy
of absolute non-intervention."” Conver-
sation then turned on England. He asked
abcut friends there; also about myself
some questions.

Meanwhile in that first ten minutes [
was becoming conscious of an impres-
sion which subsequently grew even more
marked—the impression, namely, of im-
mense vista or background in his person-
ality, If I had thought before (and I do
not know that I had) that Whitman was
_ eccentric, unbalanced, violent, my first
interview certainly produced quite a con-
trary effect. No one could be more
considerate, 1 may almost say courteous;
no one could have more simplicity of
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Whitman in 1877

passion and experience. A face of majestic
simple proportion, like 2 Greek temple as
some one has said ; the nose Greek in
outline, straight (but net at all thin or
narrow, rather the contrary), broad be-
tween the brows, and meeting the line of
the forehead without any great change
of direction; the forchead high, with
horizontal furrows, but not excessively
high; the head dotned, and rising to a
great height in the middle, above the ears
—not projecting behind ; ears large and
finely formed; mouth full, but almost
quite concealed by hair. A head alto-
gether impressing one by its height, and
by a certain untamed *“wild hawk ™ look,
not uncommon among the Americans. ~
After some conversation Whitman
proposed a walk across te Philadephia.
Putting on his grey slouch hat he
sallied forth with evident pleasure, and
taking my arm as a support walked slowly
7



