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OFFIQIAL REPORT OF THE ABSOCIATION OF EUE-
GEONS OF THE 20UTHERY BAILWAY COMPANRY.

SavENTE ANNUAL MeETING, Wasmixerow, D.O.,
Jure 5,1902.—Firsr Day—MoeNING
: SEssI0ON.

The Associstion met in the banquet hall of the
New Willard Hotel, and was called to order at 10
A.x., by the President, Dr. Thes. H, Hancock, of
Atlants.

Prayer was offered by Rev. R, P, Williame, D.D.,
Rector of Trinity Church, Washington, D. C., after
which the Hon. J. W. Roses, Commissioner for D. C.,
was introduced and delivered the following address
of welcome:

]t isan unfeigned plessure and a great honor to
represont the mmnicipality in extending to you =
cordial greeting to the Capital City, which you have
gelected for your seventh annosl meeting,. We wel-
come you sa the honored represemtatives of that
noble profession which has done go mnch for the
alleviation of suffering and for the prolongation of
human life.

In this distriet the most of the improvements in
sanitary conditions and the ensctment of lawe tend-
ing to prevent the spread of diseases are the result
of the endeavors of members of your profession. In
their ranke are found many of the most prominent,
progreseive and resourceful citizens of Washington,
whose names sre known and homored throughont
this country and in foreign lands.

With na who reside here, you are joint proprietors
of thig diatriet; and you will, I am sure, be interested
in knowing what has been done or left undone in
the way of providing modern facilities for the suffer-
ing, and of avoiding unsanitary conditions at your
Capital.

There are several well condueted private hospitals,



controlled by boards of mansgers, and which receive
aid from the government. There are two emergency
hospitals with awift ambulance service. A beautiful
sita has been purchased just north of the city, and
plans have been prepared for what is intended to be
a modern municipal hoepital. Thirty-three acres of
Iand between 7th and 14th streets, n.w., extended,
have been purchased, where the site is elevated and
fres from any unhealthful surronndings. It is hoped
by those who have worked for this project that it
will be one of the model hespitals of the world. It
iz the outcome of & careful stndy of the entire hos-
pital sitnation made by a joint committee of the two
houees of Congress, over which presided Senator
McMillan, of Michigan, whose progreszive views are
ghared by the other members of the committees hav-
ing in charge the interests of your Capifal.

Advancement in other lines tending to the preser-
vation of the public health have been made which I
will not now recount. I will spesk briefly to you as
representative citizens who help to mould public
sentiment in your respective homas of the other side
of this gqnestion—of what remains to be done.

The Anacostia river is a sluggish tide water stream
on the eastern border of the city. There sre thons-
ande of aeres of marsh land there whereon decaying
vegetatlon mensces the public health. An initial
appropriation will be made at this seszion of Congress
for the treatment of this stream near its junction
with the Potomas, having in view the deopening of
the channel and the improvement of its navigable
character. Its further improvement by dredging a
narrow channel and by filling the flats is demanded
by every consideration of the health of our residents
and of your senators and representalives in Congress,

Our water supply is from the Great Falle of the
Potomsc, fonrteen miles sway. The quality of the
water is good; but when a great rainfall ocours the
water obtaine a consistency which is not inmviting,
Its muddy condition is then especially trying to our



