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PREFACE.

The stroggle for individual political liberty has ex-
tended over a period of seven hundred years, and even
in the most highly civilized nations it is not yet closed.

Y} It dates ite inception from the period when nations
bowed in helpless and unguestioning obedience to

roval ediets, and when all political power was concen-
;hﬁtedinthehaudaafammn. The frst vietory won
individua] freedom was when Magna Charta strock
its Tatal blow at the Divine right of kings. Since that
time, elass after class has either forced a recognition of
its claims to a share in governmental aothority, or it has
been gratuitously extended through the liberality and
justice of the ruling power.

It ie a curious fact, that throughout this long peried
each movement to extend political privilege (which in
the latier part of this period has been synonymous with
the ballot), whether in this or foreign countries, has
been resisted along the same lines and with precisely
the same arguments. Each class, in turn, which it has
been proposed to empower with political authoerity, has
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been forced to prove its patriotism, its loyalty, its in-
telligence and its virtue. Each class has met the
charges that the voting privilege would prove demoral-"
izing to ite membors, & gerious injury to those already
enjoying the use of the hallot, and 8 menace to the
safety of the state. Each class has even counted among
ite members advocates of its nwn liberty and rewmon-
strants against it. Iistory has comstanily repeated
iteelf, and the evolution of each movement to extend
the suffrage has been but the rehearsal of the last.

Tt is & long distance between the conditions of 1215,
when King John was forced to share his power with the
Barons, and present institutions. In the United States,
Demoecracy is established with the exeeption of one re-
maining disenfranchized class—women. Even this
clase hae received full suffrage privileges in four states
and fractional suffrage in tweniy-three states and two
territories, additional, and the lasi acenes in the struggle
for individual polilical liberty are cvidently near at
hand. Yet in this modern movement, arguments and
objections of encient times are repeated with the freeh-
ness and vigor of originality and without a suspicion
that they have been repeated, answered, and abandonec
again and again in the last seven hundred years, If, for
instance, one unacquainted with the question should de-
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sire to learn the arguments for and against woman suf-
frage, he could find them all in the written history of
the enfranchisement of the non-taxpayers in the United
States, the small rate-payers in England, or the work-
ingmen of Belgium.

One argument only hae the merit of gennine origi-
nality. It is the claima that the ballot ie a privilege
which must be paid for by military service ; and sinee,
x5 they say, women cannot and will not fghi, they must

ounce all elaim to the ballot. Mo opponent of
woman suffrage has yet appeared who has not made

uch of thie arpument. Al the elose of a eentury ol

emocracy, 1o no period of which hag the willingness or

‘.;'ﬂbilitj to bear arms ever been made a gualification for

A

the ballot, an effort is being made to discover in remote
ctistoms &n origin wherein to establish a military basis
for modern American citizenship. Utterly oblivious to
inconsistencies, the new philosophy of bullets for bal-
lota is promulgated with vigor and scriousness by min-
iglers and editors, whose oceupation exempts them from
military daty ; and by book worms, lawyers and clerka,
whose physical incompetence would digmiss them from
the muster. Indifferent; likewise, are they to the fact,
that women of physical strength and courage, under the
influence of ardent devotion to their respective causes,

-
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braved hoth the dangers of war and discovery, amd
served with honor in the ranks of soldiers, North and
South, while it was no uncommon incident for men to
hide or even maim themselves in order to protect them-
sclves from the draft.

The disgnst experienced by persons of refinement at
thought of the settlement of grave questions of human
liberty and justico, or even mere fechnicalitics of opin- |
ion, by the arbitrament of & brutal physical contest, has
never penetrated the conception of the advoeates of th
military philosophy. The rapid evolution of sentiment:
in all mivilized eonntries toward peaceful settlements ni
difficnlties, and the appesl of disputes inatead, t
trained and stesdy brains, has passed unnoticed. For--
getting that ideal conditions of society demand votes
which stand for brains, not museles for consciences, not
bullets, the argument gains ground only with those who
gympaihize with pagt conditions snd who are blinded
to present possibilities.

Thiz little pamphlet is compiled in reply fo this argu-
ment. The paper “ Woman Warriors ”* appeared several
years ago and was prepared by D. R. Livermore, whose
wife’s name, Mary A. Livermore, is better known than
that of any other woman in connection with the service
of women to the loyal armies of the United Btates in the




