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DEDICATION.

With intense pleazsure and abiding wood-
will, the Author hereby dedicates this book to
a man whose friendship for Alfred Deard
Kittredge nover wavered—the man who firat
appoinked him United States Senator—ITon-
opravle Charles N, Herveld, of Aberdoen, ex-
povernor of South Thalkoia,

—0. W, Coursey



PREFACE.

Those who have read in various news-
papers and magazines during the past few
vears some of the articles that have appeared
Trom my pen, as well az having read one or
more of my former hooks, muost be impressed
with ome Ilerculean fact, to-wit : that T prefer
to write of the Living rather than of the
Pread.  However, in writing the Diography
of Senator Kittredge, 1 have written of one
whr has crossed the Dark River; therefore,
I approached the task with mingled feelings
of sadness and reverence: for, to me, he was
almost a father—a foster parent, so to speak :
I idolized him.

Mr. Abel, in his speech {See Chapter
VIL.), savs: "All the history of any state or
nation that is really worth while is the biog-
raphy of its great men.” This is true. The his-
tory of every country is lurgely the history of
the leading men and women whao have made
it. Natural causes such as veleanoes, earth-




guakes, tornadoes and floods, do their part;
the rest is the record of individual achieve-
ments,  Just so with A, [ Kittredge: his
binpraphy and the history of our state for
twenty-five vears, are one and inscparable,

Realizing full weld, bocauase [ was writ-
ingr the life of an active politician, that 1 wis
writing both palitical amd elvil history, and
that, therefore, this book, when done, would
have {o run the nowspaper Fauntiet and stand
the acvid test of public eriticism, 1 strugeled
hard to overcome my own political preju-
dices, a0 as to be entirely fair with everyvone;
and, from an historical standpoint, to be ab-
solutely accurate.

After commpleting the munuscript. I sub-
rmiitted il Tor review Lo severs] suhstantial
ien of the state, and 1 oopenestly rogquested
each of them to be as eruel as possible in their
criticisms of it. The haok has, therefore, in
its present form, soccessfully withstood the
“altacks" of several competent minds.

The preparation of this biography has
been & reverential duly—a pleasant task ; and
I now hand it over to the public in the hope
that it may be given a cordial reception.
THE AUTHOR.




