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FPATHER RYAN'S

FOEMS,

UAll Heats with Lhose who Tewd, A work or thoegh
Ia whab rech makes ft to himself, and may
Eo full of grest dark meandugs, ke Lbe aes,
With shuals of Tife oshing; or [ike the air,
Temighted with the wing of the wild dova,
Bweeping miles brosd ¢ae Uve e soutlier wonda,
With mighty glimpses of the contral lght —

Qr may be pothing—hbodtless, splrliless.”
—FFamia

MOBIL E:

JNG, L, RAPIER & CO., PUBLISHERS.

1878,
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THESE

BiMpLE Ruvwmes

ArE Lam as A Garrawn oF Love

At THE FeeT oF Il Motner By

Iier CHLn, Toe

AUTHOR.
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PREFAFR:

Tuese Verses (which some friends call by the higher
title af Poems—to which appellation the Author objects)—
were written at random,—off and on,—here,—there,—any-
where,—just when the mood came, with little of study and
less of art,—and always in & hurry,

"Hence they are incomplete in finish, as the Author i5;—
tho' he thinks they are true in tone. His feet know more of
the humble steps that lead up to the Altar and s Mysteries,
than of the steeps that lead up to Parnassus and the Home
ol the Muses. And souls wcrc'alwa.jrs maore to him than
songs.  But still somehow,—and he conld not tell why,—he
sometimes tricd to sing.  Here are his simple sungs. He
never dreamed of taking cven lowest place in the rank of
authors, But [riends persisied; and finally a young lawyer
friend, wha has entire charge of his business in the hook,
forced him to front the world and its critics. Therc are
verses connecled with the war published in this volume not
for harm-sake, nor for hate-sake, bhut simpl_':r. because the,
Author wrote them. Hewould write again in the same tone
and key under the same circumstances. No more need be

said, excepl that these verses mirror the mind of

THE AUTHOR.
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