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PREFACE.

In compiling this ELEMEsTARY GERMAN ReADER it has been
my aim to lead the beginner on by gradual advances to a
mastery of the chief structural features of the language,

Used side by side with an elementary Class-book of Accidence,
these readinge will, it is hoped, enable the young student to
steer a wafe middle course between the two extremes of method
—grammar before the language, and the language before
grammar.}

The safest method, after sll, is the one which enables the
learner at a comparatively early stage to pursue hix studies
unassisted ; and the gratifying consciousness of this independence
ba will not enjoy in the study of a language until he has obtained
s dlear insight into the syntactical system peculiar to it

For a beginner in German the difficulty of entering at onoe on
s regular course of resding lies not 50 much in the inflectional
system as in the perplexing order of the worde. The ever-
ghifting chaande-croisds between subject, \rh, object, and eom-
plement, and, waorse still, the wheel-within-wheel mechanism of
a fully developed German period, are #0 many stumbling-blocks
which, be the style of the extract ever mo simple, beset his path
from the very first step.®

This difficulty, which cannet be shirked with impunity, but
must be dealt with—the earlier the better—I have endeavoured
to meet in the Introduction {pp. L te zziv.), by taking my
starting point from the simple sentence in its simplest form ; and
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when once this smooth threshold is safely crossed, the student iz
led on from etepping-stons to stepping-stone, each presenting
r new snlient feature of German construction.  This arrange-
ment will serve to map the fundamenial outlines of German
construction clearly and lestingly in his mind ; so that, by the
time he has reached the last page of the Introduction, he may
safely bs trusted to move with a firm intellectual step through
the moet intricate periods; and his ultimate suecess becomes a
mere mattar of time and practice, Thie the general plan.

As regarde the filling in of this framework, T found at the
outset, even where my plan admitted only of simple and detached
sentenges, that the rich mine of German proverbial lore relieved
me of the dire necessity of using meaningless made-up phrases,

It pgoes almost without saying that Poetry, without which no
gelection can be considered complete, is jntroduced 2t o very
early stage ; not only is it, as a rule, much simplerin construction
than prose, but it also offers the inestimable sdvantape of being
more eanily committed to memory ; and thus, doing duty in the
education of the eer, it becomes an essential factor in the mastery
of alanguape.

I meke no apology for laying under contribution not a few
extracts which have done good serviee in other selections; to
exclude recognised masterpieces of German literature on this
plea alone seemed tg me altogether unjustifisble, But in fairness
to those schools i®which my selections from Uhland's Baliads
and from Grimm's Howsehold Tales have been introduced, I have
given fewer extracts from thess authors than would otherwise
have been the case,

That Goethe, Schiller, Lessing, Heine, and othere, can be but
eperingly represented in nn edsentially elemeniory Reader, need
hardly be said. In the Becond Course, which is in active pre-
paration, more advanced students will be afforded ample oppor-
tunity of making themselves acquainted with the (lassics.

The Vocabulary, which, T trust, will be found eopious enough
to meet every réssonable want of these for whom the book is
intended, is founded on Whitney’s excellent Germat Dictionary.
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INTRODUCTION:

N.B.—A German-English Voeabulary of all the words (in the
order of the text) contsined in the Introduetion will be found,
pp. B3-108,

THE ORDER OF WORDS!
1.—SIMPLE SENTENCES,

A.—Tae Vers v A SivpLe TENSE

1. Direct Order of Words.

a. i:%summ. (2) VeEnn,
H:r enfd benlt ;
an TMOPOAER |
God i disposes,

Hriebe exndbri ; Unfriede verjebrt.—Der Sdein teiigh
Dexr Gevedite beftebt; ber Gottlofe vergeht.

b.| (1) Svesecr. | (2) Vens, [(3) CoMPLEMENT:
ADIECTIVE,
&tille MWaffer finb tief.
Btill waters are (run) deep.

Aller Anfang ift fliver.—Der gerabe ift ber befte.
Gintradt madt facl—Icven ift menjdlid.
Der Geift ift willig; bad Fleifdh ift fdroad.

! Iz this short rérumd only the broad features of the order of words
are dealt with. All exceptionsl cages have porposely been eliminated, so
as mot to bewilder the beginmer at the very first ateps through the mase
of German constroction,
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