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TO

HENRY ARTHUR HERBERT, EBQ,,
OF MUCKRSS,

M. P. FOR THE COUNTY OF EERRY.

——

My pEar Mr. HerpzaT,

Sitting down, as I do this 5th of May,
1853, in the Lake Hotel, Killarney, to pui the last
hasty finish to this little book of ** auld warld stories,”
I cannot lift my eyes without taking in the magni-
ficent mountain range which forms the back-ground
of that demesne, of which it was once said well—
“ An sutocrat might form a second Versailles, but
he could not, even with the revenues of an empire,
lay out & second Muckruss.”

This panoramic view suggests to me the thought
that I cannot more becomingly dedicate this attempt
to provide an indoor resource for those rainy days
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2 DEDICATION.

which willintrude even on the paradise of Killarney,
then to one whose demesne (its fair lake inclusive),
kept with such care, and opened with such libers-
lity to the public, contributes so largely to the out-
door enjoyments of the visitor,

You and your noble co-proprietor might well
borrow, and inscribe at your several entrance gatea,
those lines which, before the sweep of revolutionary
violence effuced them, used to invite the stranger
to the beauties of the * Villa Borghese” at the
gates of Rome :—

“ Quisquia es, legum compedes ne hic timeas,

Tto guo voles [—petito quod capla— abite quando woles,
Exteris magls perantor quam hero.”

" Bange, fro¢ to stey or go st will;
On Fature's baanties goze thy fll—
The plessare, yours—the charge, the owper's sl
I owe you some apology for placing your name
in front of a little volume =0 hastily put together
a3 to be, I fear, a fit subject for the application of
that caustic epigram of Sir Thomas More's :

" Hos quid te soripaisss monss, extempors yersos,
Nam libor hoc loquitar, te reticents toos ;"
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which I render thus,—

Why nesd you tell your Book was hasty writ,
¥When every line therein declareth it ¥

Still, such aa it is, I addressit to you with much
respect and regard,
And remain,
Your faithful and obliged,

. 2. 1.
May e, 1858,
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