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PREFACE.

It is unfortonately troe that the terma education and
colture are not aynonymous. Too often we flnd that
the chlldren in our publle, schools, while possessed of
the one, are signally lacking In the other. This lsa
state of things that cannot be remedied by teaching
mere facts. The Greeks, many years ago, found the
true method of imparting the latter grace and we shall
probably not be abls to discover a beiter one to-day.
Their youths learned Homer and the other great poets
as & part of their daily tasks, mod by thus constantly
dwelling spon and storing in their minds the nohlest
and most beantifolly expressed thought in thelr liters-
ture, thelr own mental life became at once refloed and
strong.

The basis of all culture lies in & pore and elevated
moral natnre, and B0 noted an suthority as President
Eltot, of Harvard University, has said that the short
memory gems which ha learned as a boy In school, have
dooe him more good in the hoor of temptation than all
the sermons he ever heard preached. A fine thought
or beagtiful image, once gtored In the mind, even if at
first it is received indifferently and with little onder-
standing, I8 bound to recar agsin and again, aod its
companionship will bave a sure, If uoconsclous, influ-
ence. The mind that has been dlled Iln youth with
many soch thooghts and images will eurely bear froit
in fne and gracioos actions.

To the teachers who &re persuaded of this troth, the
present collection of poems has much to recommend 1t.
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4 rREFAUE.

The selections have been chosen  both for thelr
maoral influence and for thelr permanent value as litera-
tare. They have been carcfolly graded to sult the
needs of e vry class from the primary to the high
echool.  Eitler the whole poem or a soficlently long
yuotation has heen in-erted to give the child & com-
plete mental pleture.

The tencher will thos escapa the diffenlty of choosing
among & wo great abundance of riches, or the still
greater one of floding for herself, with few resources,
what serves her purpo:e. This volume has & forther
mJvantage over other hooks of selections. It g 8o
meilerate in price that it will be possible to place it in
the hands of the children themselves,

The compilers desire to thank Messrs. Hooghton,
Miflln & Co., Charles Scribner's Sons, Boweu, Moerrill
& Co., Whittaker & Ray Co., and Doubleday & MceClure
Co., for their Kindsess in permitting the vee of copy-
righted material.

5. D. WATHRMAN.
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