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PREFACE.

Havrao been an examiner for many years, the anthor has watched,
with the despert intarest, the results developed in the examination of
hundreds, nay thousands, of candidates for the Teacher's profeseion.
While some of them have been gratifying, most have been anfficientiy
surprising and painful. The facts are these:

1st, A vonsiderable number of thoss applying, from year to vear, are
rejected, becanse they totefly fed to rustain the reqnisite examination,

2d. A larger number berely pass the ordeal, and receive certificates
acarcely less discreditable than wonld be rejection iteelll

3d. Quite 25 per cent of the remsinder puss the regqoired examina-
tion about half a8 well us they ought, and reselve certificates accord-
Ingely.

4th. Mot more than 10 per cent, havdly mors than § per cent, of the
whole eccure the higheet testimonials of scholarship, which the Iaw
puts falrly within the resch of all.

Convineed that there [s oo pecewity for this state of things, and that
he who shall point out o reasonable method of svolding it will be do-
ing an acceptable service, the author has prepared this work, earnestly
hoping that it will contribute, in some degree, at least, to a higher
and more thorough grade of qualification on the part of candidates
for the important and responaible penition of tha Teacher.

Anpther want T have songht to supply, viz: o conoeniend mannal for
reviewing the eommon branches in sehools.

Reviewing, as ordinarily practiced, is irksome sod almest profit-
less, It is going over the same ground very much io the same way, but
without the stimelus of novelty.  Hather let the teacher ioeist on
thoronghoees from the very firat, and at every step; avd then, at the
proper time, supply his pupils with the means and method of testing
their actnal attainments, and supplying their deficiencies, It is hoped
that the QUesrion Boow will be foond peonliarly adapted to this en-rl

Kindred to this might be mentioned its fitness as an curtfiary wor,
in the conduet of Teachers’ Institutes and Normal Schoola,
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SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES,

EesMesBER that the object of the examination which the law re-
quires you to pass, before yom van be legally authorized to teach in
any public echool, is not to puzzle or hyrise ¥ou in 207 manner what.
ever, It iz aimply to sacertain whether you bave auch an scquaing.
ance with the branches specified ue shall gualify you to fesch them,
You eee, therefpre, on what pour sodeeas e a candidate muost depend.

You may and pught to b fully qualified to susiain a satisfactory
examination. The books which trewt of the brooches specified lie
within yoor reach, You profess to have studied them. Yoo ooder-
stand, therefore, where the requisite knowledge is to be found. Have
you masterad it7 I palled opon to poiok out, distinetly and acenrataly,
the difference between 1 vowel and o consonant, between & palatal and
a lingual, between prose nod pouery, can you do it ¥

Examinera will wish to know whether vou can teach the varions
wowel and consonant sounds; and they will want you to show this, by
aciually making and illustrating them. Canyou do it? Inaaimilar
manner, they will test yoor knowledge of Geography. They may ask
you why the Polar Circles and the Trupi.ms are lncated where they are,
rather than elsewhere; or, in what direetion Teeland is from the North
Pole, Auatralis from the S3cuth Pole, ete.  Are you fully prepared to
snewer these, and other questions that may be propounded to you cn
this topie? (H course, you will expect to be subjected to o similar
scritiny in relation to English Grammar and Arithmetle

Hance, it is urged that yoo examing yourselves, and so familiariza
your minds with each topic, that neither the gocstions here named,
nor &ny others of a proper character, may find you unprepared. You
can do this,—indeed, you can hardly evoid doing it,—if you porsoe
the eourse indicated in the QUesrmon Boox.

There are presented n the follnwing papes, not the qurestions that
will meet you in the examination-roum, il rather soch as will test
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iv SUGGESTIONS T0 CANDIDATES.

your knowledge of the several branchos vpon which yoo must be ex-
amined ; and these are accompanicd by such referonces as will enable
you to supply, by proper study, your deficiencies.-

In neing this work, in many eases, where there is more than ardin-
ary rcholarship or experience, it may answer merely to resd the ques-
tions im the order in which they are presented, apewering them men-
tally, a9 you proceed, being sure, however, not to pasge one nnanswened.
‘When yon come to s question ealling for information which you ean
not readily furnish, avail yourselves of the reference and s study it o
to enable you to answer, not only that guestion, but any similar onhe
that may be submitied w you.

BEut a eorer, and therefore a better, method will be to supply your-
selves with paper, pencil, and the reguisite authorities, sod resolutely
determine to anawer, i writtag, every question found in sthe QueeTon
Doex. This i decidedly preferable, eapecially for two reasons:

1st. It will serve to render your knowledge definite; fixed, and sat-
isfactory, and therefore always available.

2d. Dercanse written examinations are fact heenming more and more
eommon, and will doubtless soom be generally adopted.

Candidates, therefore, shonld sccostom themsslves to this mode of
answering questions on sli fopice, and phoeld sendy to do this with
clearness, neatneas and dispatch, With snch a preparstion, You need
oot fear to enter any examination-ropm.

Thring the time of yoor examination, vbectve the following direc-
tiona ;

1st. Hlave your mind fxed agelusively on the business befors you.

2d, In oo case resort to books er to yonr fellow-candidates for aid.

3d. In your reading exzercises, be deliberate and natural,

4th. Be careful of your spelling, penmanship, pnnetuation, and eap-
itals,

Sth. Do wet delay oo ]n:mg on guestions you can not answer, if; oo-
fortunately, you find snch; rather pass them, leaving 8 corresponding
blank in your manoecript.

6th, Cheerfnlly comply with all roles and regolations established
by the Examiners.
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