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PREFACE.

Tre following tract was IF;‘rcpare& for publica«
tion upon the Continent ﬁpriug the last winter.
A reperusal of the Essay of Mr, Malthus on
Population, and some conversations which I
held at the time with a friend upon the subject
of it, ggggeste:d to me certain views which I
thought new, and which are quite at variance
with the conclusions of that eminent philoso.
pher. Without feeling any extraordinary cons
fidence in my own ideag—é?peciaﬂy where they
differ from those of an author of great and just
celebrity, whose theories have lpen%;uctiaued by
the favorable opinion of many competent judges
—I have nevertheless cpncluded t6'5ubmit these
views to the Public. I fhall dértainly be highly
gl;atiﬁed if they are found to thruw:any new
light upon the E‘gterﬁting question to which they
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relate, not only because it is always agreeable
and honorable t§kid in the discovery of truth,
but because the views which I have }gken ap-
pear to me t'be in themselves morg consonant
to the best affections of our nature, than the
syat.em which is now so génerally rgceived. I
sbould not Eertainly go the length of saying—
as Cicero did of Epicurus and Plato—that 1
would rather be in the wrong upon my own
principles than in the right upon those of Mr.
Malthus :—but I have no hesitation in admit-
ting, that it would give me paiu, independently
of any personal considerations, to becgnvmwd
of the error of my opinions, and of ﬂiﬂ truth
of a theory which tends so iirnngly as his
ta'embitter the cordml drop of life.* How-
ever the Public fn ma}* decide upon the substance
of thls little tract, I venture fé’*hope fHat it
il be l;gcogmaed in its form and spirit, as the
preduction of a friend of truth and human hap-
piness. In %gestmg the materials, 1 have %'m-
cipally Simed at brevity : and gﬁall be quite
satisfied if it $all be found {fat the higher and
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more essential merit of perspicuity has heen
no where ym‘iﬁceﬂ to this consideration.

Upon my arrival in lown a few weeks since
for the purpose of f;’gperintending the impres-
sion of the work, I took an opportunity of mpen-
tionipg the subject to my illustrious friend Sir
James Mackintosh, and of s;plammg to him
the general scope of the argument. This great
statesman and philosopher—whose name I feel

\ ita high honor tf*be able to mention in con
nexion with my own—upon lcarning that the
Essay which I had p,r,eparcﬂ was iptended in
part t&*correct the tlmory of Mr Malthus,
E’ndly mvnqd me Lﬁ"ﬁo down with him to the
East India College, and converse with that gen-
tleman upon the subject. I 4¢Zepted this pro-
posal with much pleasure, as well from a patural .
desire Ef make the acquaintance of so eminent
a writer, as from the reflection, fiat 1 had de-
cidentally takep up any misconception of his
views, I §hould probably be able tfifectify it by a
free communication with him upon the points
incontroversy. Had I found this ﬁbe the case,
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I was Ip ully fi:*epnre.d ;Z.’[’sacriﬁce my own ideas
and suppress the work.

I had always be-gu hlghl; grntlﬁﬁd with the
candid and temperate tone fiat distinguishes
the wntmgs of Mr. Malthus, although I have
not beqn so fortunate as tﬁ" agree with him in
his I€ading principles,—and I hope fHat I fRal
not be thought gﬁ'i)ass the bounds of delicacy in
adding, tfat I found his conversation the perfect
counterpart, in this respect, of his works. I
have r';mly met with a finer specimen of the true
philosophic temper, graced and set off by the
urbanity of a finished gent]eman, than is seén
in his person. I feel myself greatly ifidebted to
him for the very hospitable reception which
he was pleased tfi”give me; and for the Kind-
. negs and courtesy with which he efitered into all
the explanationg fifat T réquested in regard to
his opinions. I tfould pay him a very poor com-
pllment if' I were t&*suppose it possible fHat
he éould be ﬁﬂ%nd@d by a free expression of
opinions different from his own: and I trust
tat there is nothing in the tone and manner of
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the foll llowipg tract, fhat Gl tend in the slight-
est degree to wound his feelmgu ﬁ however,
T €hould have b&p led unconmousbr, by the
warmth of composition and argument, t&%make
use of any language fhat Gould E?aturnuy pro-
duce this effect, I beg leave here Lﬁ”'dismrnw
most gxplicit]y any such intention, and {6”as-
sure Mr, Malthus of the high respect and esteem
" ffiat T feel for his character, Such ifideed is
my estimation of the intellectual and meoral
qualities of this gentleman, that I believe hg
&ould not only adopt without reluctance a dif-
ferent opinion from it which he has hitherto
held, f'he were satisfied of its truth ; but {hat
he ﬁ’ululd do this with real pleasure,‘f? the new
opinion were in its nature more agreeable and
social tlmn the other. .

It would be an dinbecoming vmlatmn uf the
-confidence of private intercourse t‘a"'ﬂeta,x] par-
ticularly the conwmatmng which I held‘mth
Mce. Malthus upon the subject of the Essay;
and it #auld also be G&Eless for the present pur,
pose, as very little, 1 any .thing, was gsaid on



