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PREFACE,

Two reasons in parcienlar bave inHuenced the writer
in devoting special ateention to the problen of the
Chunrehless aml poor.  The divst, that the condition of
the lapsed population is one which liag now, and not a
monent too soon, beeun to attract public nttention as o
Llot npon our Christinn eivilisation ; the second, that,
o far ns he 13 aware, this aubject has uot yet been fally
dealt with in its many-sided aspects Ly any previous
writer.  Some of these who are mest competent to
deal with it arve preveuted frem doing so by want of
leisure.  Others seem to regard the solution of this
problem as impracticable, and slivink from grappling
with it in despair of finsl sueeess.  Dut, these who
consider the Gospel of our Lenl and Saviour Jesus
Cliist an infallible remedy Lov Lealing the spivituad
maladies of our race, and the Clmrches as the best
cluanisations for its propagation, have no right to

despair of this, any wore than of other great spiritual
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problems with which it hos to deal.  Fully eonscions
of the ditiemlties that beset the poecsent ingniry, the
writer would not liave cntered on oso great o tosk,
lid Lie not Deen more hopeful of @ solution than sone,
und Ll '.1]1'u:l|_|._]," hadl oceaston Lo freat of the :-','Il.h_il_'.:_‘l
in sowe of its more dmportant aspects. From lis
solated position, he las had to encounter dillienltivs
which woull not have wwt others who Juul readier
peevEs to the sources of informntion.  However much
he way have failed in the subject lie has taken in
hawd, be iz, at any rate, conseions of an henest at-
tempt to draw the attention of the public to this
pressing questton, and Lo interest the auonbers of
the Churchies in it awd he iz not without hope that
others may follow tore suwccessfully in his track
Hiz object Las Leen to view the guestion of the
Churehless primartly v relation to the Clinrch  of
Scotland, bt Le has never left out of consideration
how large o factor the othier Churches, as also th
State, ave in its full solution. A slight repetition of
faels or observations may be neticed, but this was
partly wpavoidable, in conseguence of the same snb-
juet Letng treated under dillerent aspects in snegegsive
eliapters, and partly intentionnl, in ewder to enforee
more stroigly some important truth,

I the present work attention bas Leen exclusively
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directed to the question of the Churchless in towns,
Ume reasou for this is that it presents guite different
nspects in its relation to rural districts, and requires
a different treatment Frem the other.  Another is
that the writer desired more leizure to consider the
question in its bearing on the country distriots, and
more informatton than he at present posscsses ; Lt
shonld the present publication answer its prrpose, he
hopes, God sparing hin, to give his attention to this
aspect of the question also.  Meanwhile, he tales
this oppovtunity of temlering his sincere thanks to
those who have supplisd him with information, or

have in any other way been of service.

Muaxsr o Towrr,
2080 el 1884,
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