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INTRODUCTORY.

AcTive on the principle that example is better than preceyt,
the Spartans lmpressed upon their children the wisdom of
sobricty by showing them the folly of iatemperance in the
person of the drunken Helot,  Simudarly this work is meant 1o
set forth the merits of enrrectness in English composition by
furnishing examples of the demerits of incorrectness—to bring
home the abstract rule that “a scotenes must be lucld in order
and lagical in sequence,” by citing such concrele specimens of
obscure dis.order as * The beavx of that day painied their faces
as well as the women.'  Rule and correct examiple of that mile
might go in ol one ¢ar to come out at the other; but the notion
of gallants painting (heir lady-loves a brilliant pink is not so
easily forgotten, and, so long as it is kept in mind, this Blunder
of Isaac 1¥Isracli's attests the need, as the task of correcting
it shows a mode, of arransing one's words in lucid order.

So with our other exrmmes, Lot the teacher select o dozen
at random, and give them to his learners, to be by them, if
necessary, comrected with the aid of dictionary and grammar.
f0Of dictionary and grammar,"—becavse this little work can no
more supersede the use of formal helps to English composition
than a picture-galiery or a museum does away with the need
for handbooks on art and science, ¢ If necessary, —because in
these pages many nstances cocul of comect usage, and many
A more of *blunders’ about which doctors differ whether the
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sae are blunders indeed ov vt ) whether, for instance, defoven
may not or may be vsed with more 1than two objects of refe-
fence,  Whatever the ultimate eonclusion reaehed, nssuredly a
stuly of this moot point will leave the student more conversant
with the different functions of defroven and aworg than he was
before, and will convinee hun that some bave unguestionably
crred i their indiseriminating nse of these twa prepositions,
Pocks somewhat simifar to this have been published before;
ameng such may be noticed Afadorn Euglics Liferalare: 5
Dbemishes umd Defects {London, 1857), by 1L 1L Breen; The
i?‘]sa._u-'-. Fuafek {London, 18564), by Dean Alford ; Tie Dean'’s
Fagtisf(sth ed., London, 1366}, by G, W, Moo ; Sad Euglish
{London, 1868}, by the sane anthor ;. and Good Laglish (New
Vork, 1867) by E, 5. Gould.  Bue Mr, Breen confined him-
self mainly to the blamishes of o siagle author, Sie Archibald
Alison ; Dean AHoed and M Gould are ocenpied with abstract
errars : and Mr. Moon 13 a critic of these and of ether crtics.
All four in their way are excellent, thourh one wearies a little
of Sir Archibald and yer again 8 Archibald,—though the
abstract may scen less Hyvely than the concrele,—and though

_a dector may have some skl to heal in =pite of his own head-

cold or other atlment,  As to this boolk, 1t s founded on actaal
blunders; venified by chapterand-verse reference, and gathered
in 2 course of desullory reading extending over the last thirty
vears, 1L does nat amoat being exhnoztive, that were unbappily
no casy aim; but at lezst it compeises all those every-day
breaches of every-day rules against which wrilers should stand
on their strictest guard,

For (uller exposition of these rules the student s referred
to the following works, to which the writer here acknowledgzes
s own indeltedaess :—VProfessor Bhkeal's Edvilogical L
Fpaeey of B Baelisle Toheae arvanoed on an Flstorical Kasi
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(parts i—ii,, Oxford, Clarendon Fress, 1880}, and the older
dictionaries of Johnson, Webster, Richardson, Chambers, and
Wedgwood ; the English Grammars of Dr. Crombie, Dir.
Latham, M. C. P. Mason, Dr. Angus, and Professor Dain ;
Professor Bain's Companion fo the Higher English Grammar
(London, 1874); Dr. Abbott's Shabesperean Grammar {(London,
1876) ; Dr. Morris's Owiliees of Engiish Aocddence (London,
1B76) ; Professor Barle's Fhifelogy of the English Tongue
(Oxford, Clarendon I'eess, 1853); Mr Kington Oliphant’s
Standard Exglish (London, 1853); and Trr. Fiteedward Hall's
Modevn Fngiish (London, 1873).
W, B, 1L

[The materials of this littde velume were selected by my
husband from notes of many years’ extensive and varied
reading, and before his death they were amanged for
publicztion in thair vresent fonn,  In new conducting the
book through the press T have had the assistance of king
friends to whom his memory ix dear. But, deprived of
his own revisal, there may be crrors and imperfections
that have escaped our notice, and for such T must ask the

reader’s considerate indulzence
E. H

[Egrsaty Towmi,
Septemhery 185
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