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PRETFACE.

IT is difficult to believe that an artist so rencwned
as Claude Lorraine, whose loag and fruitful life was
passed in such an eventful era, has, up to the present
time, found no biographcr, Dut ae life of Claude
can be found in the great Iibraries of Boston and
Cambridge ; nor is there any allusion to such a work
in the numerous short sketches relating to him, and
published in books pertaining to att-history. The
best account now accessible is the monograph of M.
Edovard Meaume, published in 1871, in the eleventh
and supplemental volume of M. Edouard-Dumesnil's
“Le Pelntre-Graveur Frangais.” Other biographical
sketches are found in Smith's ¥ Catalogue Raisonné,”
vol. viil.; Blanc's * Histolre des Peintres: Ecole Fran-
gaise,” vol.i.; and Baldinucci's ¢ Notizie de' Profes-
sori del Designo,” vol. xiii.

The history of the earlier part of Claude’s life is
variously told by different writers, some holding to

3




4 PREFACE,

Baldinucci’s version, and others to Sandrart's. The
last-named awthor was a friend and compamion of
Claude, from whom he received many details as to his
early life ; but the obvious inaccuracies in his work,
not only as regards the great Lorraine, but also
about other artists, lesscon the walue of the testi-
mony. Baldinucel was not a contemporary writer,
but gbtained his informabion from Jean Gellée and
the Abbé Joseph Gellde, the grand-nephews of the
artist. The Abbé was a wealthy ecclesiastic, min-
gling in the best society of Fome; and Meaume
charpes him with 2 not unbairal suppression of the
unpleasant facts of bis preatuncle’s early life.  Baldi-
nucci was a careful and conacientions writer, more
accurate than Sandrart (who wrote {from memory, in
his old agr), but usually apreeing with him as to the
events of Clande's later life, Blanc, Villot, Dumes-
nil, and other modern writers have preferred Baldi-
nucci's version, though Meaume, the latest stedent
of Clande’s life, has {ound it profitalile to collate both
accounts.  This exampla has also been followed in
the present biography; and such items about the
great landscape-painter as could be gleaned from the
history of art in the seventesnth century have been
added.
M. F. SWEETSER.
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THE great landscape-painters of the seventeenth
century aided in leading the standards of art
beyond the narrow limits in which they had been
held by the Church and the academicians, Into
the twilight of the monk's cell and the prince's
castle-hali they poured the full glory of the light
of the sun, and introduced the melodies of singing
hirds, lowing kine, rippling waters, and rustling
leaves, making the life of Christendom more whole-
some and natural, in so far as art could effect such
a change. Foremost among these new evangelists

of the gospel of light and air were the three great
F



