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PREFACE.

An endeavomr to present Divine truth under
a fgurative form needs no apelogy, for it has the
sanction of Divine precedent. Nevertheless, some few
words may not be altogether uncalled for, as a preface
to the present work. For any allegory, which sets
forth a spiritual history under the emblem of a journey,
nécessarily seems to oceupy ground already sufficiently
occupied by the Plriw's Progress; and its author
is consequently bound to attempt to justify his pre-
sumption.

The writer would therefore venture to point out,
m the first place, that John Bunyan's inimitable parable
—inimitable both in design and execution—does not
exhaust the earthly history of the believer. It brings
before its readers, with marvellous power, and with a
profound knowledge both of the word of God and of
the human heart, the heavenward struggles of the
converted sinner. But it hardly touches upon that
portion of the history of the redeemed soul which
precedes its reception of a lively faith.

And further, Holy Scripture only indirectly sets
forth the life of the Christian under the emblem of
a pilgrimage ; whereas it brings before us continmally,
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and under many forms, the idea of & child who, having
wandered away from the home of a Father's love, is
by His grace brought back again. This idea every-
where underlies the sacred record of Gods dealings
with His covenant Israel; it comes conspicuously
forward in the threefold parable of the strayed sheep,
tha lost coin, and the prodigal son.

The pages which succeed this are “therefore meant
to be regarded as an attempt to expand this idea, with
especial reference to the last of the similitudes just
mentioned; and not as in any way presuming to
compete — however inefficiently — with the Pigrim's
Progress, They seem to the writer to travel altogether
upen other lines, and if in zny way they are com-
nected with that precious parable, to have only a
supplementary or prefatory comnection.

May the Author of the Divine framework, in
which an imperfect human picture is thus set, bless
its teachings, to the glory of His name and the exten-
sion of His kingdom !

Jumw, 7y
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CHAPF. L
INCONBTANT'S EDUCATION, WOME, AXD FRIENDS.

As you go down from the heights of Celestial Glory,
and draw near to Humanity Plains, you caunot fail to
observe the renowned mansion of Zion Towers, The house
itaelf ia four-square, built upon twelve foundations, which
are joined into one single corner-stone.  Its very stones are
precious, and of a rich sardine eolour, picked out by the
builder one by one, and from many quarters, It has upper
and lower chambers, court-yards refreshed by perpetual
fountains, a banguetingroom hung with banners, atore-
rooma filled with provisions, resting-places in quiet recesses
for the weary, and a library of the choiceat for the studious,
1pon the front of the building shine the early rays of the
morning sun, and its hinder windows lock up the moun-
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tain, All around are fortile and spreading meadows,
wabered by pleasant streams, and pastarsd by innumerable
flocke of sheep. TIn that snd this direction may be seen
folde wherein the sheep may lie, but all within sight and
sound of the shepherd's homestead. A garden enclosed
emcireles the house ; and therein, by reason that it lies in
& south land, sloping to & warm son, and sheltered to the
rear by the lofty mountains of Grace (af the foot of which
the manaion itself stands), all manner of lovely flowers
shound, as also sweet-scenfted herbs and delicate-tasted
fmmits. Very plessant is it to wander throngh this garden,
and wvarious and enchanting is the prospect themee. On
the one gide you may behold Homanity Plaine, dotted with
pepulous cities, and alive with a perpetual activity. On
the other side, you are refrashed by the quiet beauty of
the eolemn hills, end sometimes {when the wind is
sontherly) you may even eafch a distant glimpse—far away
—of the heights of Celestial Glory. Peautiful for situa-
tion, and the joy of the whole earth, is Zion Towers. The
mountaing stand aroond her, aod under her is the Rock of
Ages.

In this mansion of Zion Towers dwelt one while the two
sons of ita owner, under the care of cerfein appointed
guardiana, It may perchance occasion some sarprise that so
magnificent & mansion, not to speak of the children them-
gelves, should thus be left ta the care of deputed stewards,
however able and trustworthy, But grave reasons exist for
tha course adopted, and without enquiring into these, it is
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mafficient heve to olwerve that Zion Towers is but one of
its Owner's innumerabls poasessions, and that a parfect
eode of rules for ordinary use, as well as a system of rapid
communication with the Master of the domain, ensble
His will on all cceasions to be atb onoe ascertained.

The characters of the brothers thus dwelling in Zion
Towers were entively oolike. Faimceming, who was by
some years the cldet, had been sent by his guardians to
the famous academy of Dr. Prudence, in the town of Mane-
merit, and thence had proceeded to the colldze of Sk
Severns. Throughout all his educationsl conrses, whether
at school or college, his conduct had besn without stain,
nor wag he dlow to mmember this, and ever and snon to
speak of it openly. The great advantoges which he had
thus enjoyed in his early lifo bad also qualified him to hold
expert disputations, and to propoand eorrect opinions on
all subjects with a screpulous exactitnde. Nor was he be-
hindhand in the matters of cornmon lifa. He hada pretty
tarn for building, ard a gowd eye for land and eattle. Hia
foresight had already extended the property some distance
into Humanity Plains, and he had sueceeded in producing
a cross-breed hetweon the sheep and the goat which hed
been much admived by ecmpetent judges, and of which he
was naturally prond. The tenants of the estate therefors
regarded this young gentleman with a favourabla eys, and
wera not unwilling, in the case of one so practicad, to pardon
a certain absence of the warmer affections, und an oocasional
harshness of manner, The servants also, to whom he was by
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