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INTRODUCTION.

TaE present volums ajms st giving in s sommpact and handy form
all that thers is of valus to the stmdent of dislects in the English
Dictionary of Nathanisl Bailay. Of all our lexicographers whe
preceded Dr, Johnegn, he was the moet popular, end thoogh his
work wos eventuslly beaten out of the flald, it did not yisld without
a8 struggle. Thera were several editions after the year 17565, the
memorahle yaar in which the msult of Juhnson's laboura first
appeared, and even sa recently as 1809 thers was an edition imsned
at Glasgow. Aa Bailey's work fleat appsared in 1721 it had nearly
s century of populurity end ueefulnesa. {f the author very hitle is
known, but if it be froe that the hicgraphy of an anthor is the
history of his hooke, we are mot entirely without materials for &
Life of Bailey.

The firet edition of the dictionsry appeared in 1721, and it may
be convenient to give here such particalars es are koown of ita
bibliography.

1721, An Universal Fiymological English Dictiomary; eompre-
hending the derivations of the generality of wonds in the
Euglish tongue . . . together with a large colleetion and expli-
cation of Words and Phrases used in our ancient Statutes,
&e. . . . also the Dialects of our different Counties . . . to
which is added a Collection of our mest commen Proverba,
with their Explieation and Illustration, . . By N, Bailey,
guhdAayoe. London, 1721,
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1724, 8vo. The second edition.

1726, 8vo. 'The third edition,

1727, Byo, Fimt edition of & mupplementary volume ocontaining
additional words called “ Volume IL” Hae 1731

1728, 8vo.  The fourth edition.

1730, Falio. [The first edition, entitled] # ¢ Dictionarium Britanni-
cum,” or & more Comploat Universal Etymological English
Dictionary than any extant, colleeted by saveral hands. The
Mathematical part by G. Gordon, the Botanical by P. Miller.
The whole Rsvis'd and Improv'd with meny thousand
Additiona by N. Bailey.," It was dedicated by Gordon and
Bailey to Thomas FEarl of Pombroke, It eontains a great
number of fechnical termp, buat the proverbs, proper namess,
&0, are omittel An interleaved copy of this edition wes
tha foundation of Johnson's Dictionary,

1731, Bvo.  The fifth edition, ©* with considerable improvements.”

1731, Bvo.  Bupplewentsry wol enbitled ! The Universal Etymo-
logical, &sc.,’ “ an additions] eollection of words not in the
firsb volume.” It I merked # Volume IL” and has * 600
ents.™

1731, Bvo. Becond edition of Vol IT.

1733, 8vo. The sixth edition, * with considerable improvements.”

1735, 8vo, The seventh edition, *‘with consziderable improve
menta,”

1738, Folio. The eecond editivn,  with numerous edditions and
improvements.”

1737, 8vo.  The cighth edition,

1737, 8vo. *'The third edition,” and the supploment called
* Volume IL"

1740, 8vo. The ninth edition.

1742, 8vo, The tenth edition.

1745, Bvo. The elevemth edition,

1747, 8vo. The thirtecnth edifion, * with considerable improve-
ments.”

1749. The thirtesnth edition.

1749. The fourteenth edition.
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1741, 8vo. Fourteenth edition.

1753, 8vo. Fifteenth edition.

17565, 8vo. Sixtesnth edition. Price 6a,

1756, Folio. A npew Universal Etymological Dictionary [title as
before]. *And now republished with meny corrections,
sdditions, and literste improvements by different hands. . .
By Joseph Nical Seott, M.D.”

1756, Bro. Fourth edition of * Volume IL."

1757, 8vo. Heventeonth edition. Prics 82

1767, Bvo, Beventeemth edition.

1759, Bro. The New Uniicreal English Dictionary. *‘ The fonrth
adition [of Lhe supplement] carefully corrected by Mr.
Buchanan,” Poesibly the reviser may have been James
Buthanan, who poblished * Linpua Dritannice vera Pro-
muncistio : ot & new English Delionary,” 1767, and “An
Fasay towarde estoblishing a standard for an elegant and
wniform pronuncistion of Eoglish Language” Tondou, 17686.

1769, 8vo, The savanteenth edition,

[The Rer. Willism Merd Jonee, the minister of Mill Yard
Seventh Day Baplist Chapel, has a copy of this ediiien
with the following memorandum by hia predecessor, tha
Rev. W. H. Black, F.8.A.: “ This book belonged to my
wifu's futher {the Jate Williom Slater, my predecessor}, to
whom it was given by his eldest brother Jubm, who lad
it (I suppose) from his Iathar, John Slater, a contemporary
of the Author and . fellow-member with bim of the Mill
Yad Church, The four Slaters above-named died respect-
ively thus: John, 176i=; John in 180% ; William in 1819 ;
Harriot in 1861.— . H. Blaeh.™]

1760, 8vo, Vol IL  The fifth edition corrected and improved, . .

- By Mr. Buchanen.

1761, Bvo. A German trapelation, * bey dieser dritten Aunflage aber
um noch mehr ga die halfte vermeheat, von Theodor Aroold.

¢ Leipz. und Zollichan"

1761, 8vo, Eighteenth edition,

1763, 8vo. The twentieth edilion.
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1784, 8vo. The bwentisth edition, _

1764, Folin, This, with Dr. Scoit’s additions, s deseribed by
Lowndes nz the best edition,

1768, Bva, The one-and-twentieth sdition,

1770, Bvo, ‘Twentieth edition, ,

1770, 8ve, The twosnd-twentieth sdition ** with improvementa,”

1772, Felio. Revised and eorrected by J, N, Beott, M.D,

1778, 8ve., The thrac-and-twentieth edifion.

1775, 8vo, The flfth edition [of the supplement].

1778, Twenty-foarth edition,

1782, 8vo. The four-and-twentisth edition carefully emlarged amd
corrected by Edward Harwood, DD.  Price T,

1783, $vo, A new edifion, being the twenty-fifth,

1780, Bvo, Carman franslation by Awnold. Newe vorbessert und
vermebrt von Anton Eroet Klsusing, PP,  Sechete Auflage.
Leipz, und Zollichan.

1790, Bvo. Twenty-fifth edition,

1782, Bvo. German translaticn, ed. Elausing, 8 Auf Teipsim,

1802, Thirtieth edition, printed st Glasgow, .

1810, 8vo, Germen trapslation  © {dinelich umgearbeitet von
D Johsnn Anion Fahrenkriiger. Flfte, werbeseerls mnd
wermehrte, Auflage. 2 Theile, Leipaig und Jeua, 1510,

' The dedications to the dichionsry,” suys Mr. J. E Bailer, “are as
confusing am the editione themselves, nutil all the variations ere col-
locted.” Thase ave gives in *Notes and Cueries,” Fifth series, 11T, 510.

Thess bibliographical deteila are largely derived from * Notes
and Queries, and especially from two long and carefully-written
contribubions by Mr. J. E. Bailey. (See ' Notes and Queries,” 5th
Beries, i 448, 14 ; il 166, 3588, 614 ; L 175, 208, 609 ; iv. 276;
vil. 447 ; wiii. 82.)

In the fref edition there is an advertisement of N, Bailey :—

“Youth Boarded and taunght the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin
languages, in & Method more Tasy and Expeditions than is com-
mon ; also other Behool-Learning by the Awthor of this Dictionary,
to be beard of at Mr. Batley's, Bookseller, at the sign of the Diove
in Pulernaster Row, &
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This sdvertisement woold appear to claim for the lexicographer
an scquaintance with the sscred tongwe, but the following
communication from Dr. A, Neobater would seem to show that he
was not a very profound Hebraist :—

“My attention was lately d%awn to a Eabhinical quotation in
Bailey's ‘Etymological English Dictionary,’ which [ find is not only
full of mistakes, but has very litile conmexion with tha saying
reforred to. Bailey's artiole is the following :  Give Abn g Rowland
for hiz Oliver—This proverh im fermeniz is modern, and owea its
tise to the Cavaliers in the time of tha eivil waz in England, who
by way of rebuif gave the amtimonarchisel party a Genaral Monk for
their Oliver Cromwell ; bt as to the metterof ik, it seems to procead
from the mncient Fex Tolionfs, or law of retaliation, an sya for an
EYE j.uiu.. but Christisng onght to be of a better spirit, maugre the
private revenge either of hanl words or rude nctions, ma gay the
Heliraws,

B2 T T T TR i BN
MEE 9% TMY P weTn

T simply give the correct reading of the saying withoub mentioning
Dailey’s mistakes in it, and withont discossing the various reedings
of it both in editions and in matuscripts. The translation of it is
the following: *If ons saye to thes that thy eam are those of an
ass, do not cars for it [or accorling fo snother reading, do not believe
it]; if two [say so], prepars for thysell [or secorling to another
regding, make for thyeelf] a bridls;’ 4 s, public opinion is always
right. How Bailsay, who gives no translativn of the Habbinieal
saying, wos misled, I cannot say.”™ (°Athensum,' No. 2778, Jan.
92nd, 1881.)

It i hardly neceasary to say that Bailey's explanstion of the
“riss ” of the proverb is wrong. The old phrase refere to the Roland
and Oliver of the twolve peers, though the circumstances of the
Civil War may bhave led to its revival.

It is probable that Bailey's inelusion of proverbs added to ths
popular favour with whick his dictionary was regarded. From this
and some other sowroes were taken the materia] of the little volume
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