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PRETACE.

g ie maunal for a bookmaker to prescot himeelf
to his readers by something in way of preface,
This mirht not be needed in the prezent case were
it not that this wriler deems 1t well Lo apolorize Tor
his boldooss as an unlettered man, in trying to write
a book at all, and alzo to crave thal his frequent uso
of the lirst persenal pronoun singnlar may not be
get down to vanily, bl rather 1o Lhie Fael of s Leing
eonvenient for statine, hriefy, mptters persomal to
himself, and of i own memory and Cxperienee.

To old Piopeer: in the American settlement of
California some parts of the following record way
appear ineorreel, and some may be oo familar or
unimporiant to be interestiue ; tof let vaeh Lot be
taken g3 o link in & chain of & Celifornia life, and its
value, though small, may be scknowledged.

It has appeared to this writer Lhoft every Tack
relating to the cacly seltiloment of California should
be recorded and treasured up; in Taet, that 3635 the
duty of every Pioneer to pul in writing his early
California expericnce.

The wequisition of California; the diseovery and

development of 5 mwineral riches: lhe eutpouring
71



B PREFACTE,

from older aooieties of the army of young men who
at ones ocenpied the new country and foresed it into
world-wide importance, form the chiel romanee of
thiz cantury,

This Earth has become a much srealler affeir than
it was in 1840 to 1850, Railroad and Telegraph ars
gvery day maeking il smaller. There i no place on
itz aurface for another California, ench as waz the
Qulifornin of those polden days, Golden nol alone
in the wealth yislded by the anil, but in the betier
wealth of the youth and heslth and plock and
energy of the foundere of the present well ordered
State.

Il Lass been only by much perangaion that this
writer has besn indnced to appear in prini. Jub,
that old rumchero, wished that his “adyersary hod
writien a book™ He, perhaps, had been having soms
hard expericoee with newspaper men or reviewers
of hip day=—if there were uny

This Pioneer hopes that he js nobody's adversary,
and that no eritic may find it worth while to dissect
this little story. Yel, if it be found worthy of notice,
e trusts that it may ba irested with charity, and
the writer himself wiith whatever belongs to pood

humor and geod fellowship.
H.



