FANTASTIC
FABLES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649136186

Fantastic fables by Ambrose Bierce

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



AMBROSE BIERCE

FANTASTIC
FABLES

ﬁTrieste






¥y Hmbrose IBicrce

In the Midst of Lifa. Tales of Sol.
diers and Civiliane. 6% , . §1.2%

Fantastic Fables, 16¥ ., ., |, &

G. P PUTHNAM'S 50NS
REW VORK & LONDOW




FANTASTIC
FABLES

By AMBROSE BIERCE

AUTHOR OF “* TALES OF SOLDIEES AN
CIVILIANS,™ *'CAN 3UCH TIIINGS HEP™
*BLACK REETLEE IN AMIER," ETC,

- -

G P PUTNAM'S 50NS
NEW YORK AND LONDON
€The Fnickerbocker Preea rdpp




017

Oy

Tontents

THe Mopal PrRINCIPLE awn reE Marexian

INTEREST . : ; . i
Tuar Crivzon CANDLE < ;

THE DroTTED EscurcHyEOR AND THE SO0ILED

ErMINE ' = - : .
THr IscENions PATRIOT |
Two KiNcs . ; s ;
AN OFFICER Axn A Tius . :
ThHE ComscleNTIOors OFFICIAL . 1
How LEIBURE CAME 0 : 3
Tnoe MoraL SEraENy . .
TuHeE ToviTicIans - p 3 )
THE THOUGHTFUL WARDEY .
Tine TREASURY AN THE ARWS
THE CHRISTIAN SEEPENT . ; 3
Tue Brpos oF THE TEMPLE ;'
THE CrrTIics . : 3 , .
Tue FooLisH Wosan \ .
FATHER AND 503 . 5 5 i
THE DiscoNTENTED MALEFACTOR |
A Cain 1o QuiT . ; . :
THE MAN AND THE LIOHTNING i
Tue LassoEn Bean | z ) 5

FAGF

]

[P0 N B s R R PR

48]
L1

12
IZ
T3
15
h
b
17
13
13



iv contents

Tur IMEFFECTIVE RoOTER

A PROTAGUNIST OF 3SILVER

Tur Hory Deicon .

A HasTY SETTLEMERT

Trr Wooner Gows ., c
T Reroid Scioon Boirn |
THur PorT's Doow . 1

Tue Noter amnn tHE MoTE

Tie CAT AxD THE KIng |

THE LITERARY ASTROKOMER

THx Liow A8t THE ILATTLESHAKR ,
Tiig MAN WITH N0 EdNesizs |
THE ALDERMAN AND TIE RACCooN
THE FLYING MACHINFE

Tue Axscrl's Trag :
Tie CIiTv oF POLITICAL LHSTIN:-‘T]{H
THE FParTy OVIERE THERE

Tue Porress o REroRmW

THE USCIIANGED THFLOMATIST

AN INVITATION .

THE ASHFS 0F MADAME B:,M'-!-Thﬂ
Tue Orassid oF THE I'reee
Tue LIFE-SAYERS :

THE AUSTRALIAN GRASSHOFFER
THE PAvVIOR p

THE TRIED ASSASSIN

Ter BuMmeso oy [1am

Tnue Two Ports

THE THISTLES UPON THE Gn.wE
THE SHaDOW oF THE LEADER
THE SAcAcTons RaT . ;

PAGE

a1
o2
3

L -

7
25

a1
31
32

35
37
38
3o

41
a2

%3
4t
47
48
48



dontents

THe MEMBER AND TUHE SoAr .
ALARM AND PRIDE

A CavsEway

Two 19 TEOUBLE

THE WrTCH'S STEED

THE AL Thix .

THE FARMER'S FrigNp
Prysiciavs Two

THE OVERLOOERED F.-u:‘rnn

A Tactar Pagadisl

Tre HoxesT CanI

THE KANGARDO AND THE EEBLL
A MatTeR oF Merdop

THE Max oF IRINCIPLE .
THE REvoryeED CALIFORMIAN |
THE COoMPASSIONATE FPHYSIOLAN
Two oF THE DAMNED

Tee Austerr GUVERNOR
BELIGIONS 0F Heror

Toe I'exiTeNT ELECTOR .
THE TAIL OF TIIE SFIONX

A Prorsrr oF EvIL

Tie CrEw OF THY ]...-IHI-.-I-]I;].’.T
A TREATY oF PEACE

THE NIGHTIIDE OF CI:IA.H.H.'CTER
THE FAITHFUL CASHIER

T CircurLae CLew

THE DEVOTED Winow |
Tae Hikny PATRIOTS

TiE HuMeLE PEASART

THE Variovs DELEGATION

FAGH



vi Contents

THe No Casg . 3

A Harmeiss Visimor i ;
THE JUDGE AND THE RaAsH ACT
Tue PREROGATIVE OF MicOT .
AN THFLATED AMBITION
REJECTED SERVICES . ; ;
Tue PowER OF THE SCALAWAG
AT Lance—ONe TEMPER

THE SEEKER AND THE SolocHT
His FL¥-3rECE MA|ESTY .

Tue Preinisr's Dier = :
THE QL Max avn THE PuriL
Tue DECEASED Awn A1z [TEIRS
Tur FoLITiCIANS AND THE THLaTaDER
TuE MAN AND THE Want

Teg DIvIDEDR DRLECATIOR

A ForrFeiTEr RIGHT

KErEveENGE

AN OPTIMIST z

A VALUTARLE SUSGESTIC .
Two FooreADs

EoutPekD FOR SERVICK

Tue Baseira CYCLONE

AT THE FOLE .

THE OPTIMIST ARD FHE Cv-nc
T Popr AND THE EDITOR
Tre Taxex Hazxp .

Ay UNSPEAEARLE [MBECILE

A NEEDFUL WaR

THE MINE OWNER AKD THE j.&mss
THE Dog AKD THE PHYSICIAN

FALE

75

77
28
Fi]
79

Ar
Az
a3
B3
Bg
B3
86
By
B3
Eg

GT
G2

3
93

93

g7
)

L r)



Contents vii

TAGE
THE PARTY MANAGER AND THE GENTLEMAN . 100
THE LEGISLATOR AND THE CITIZEN . . I0%
THE RAINMAKER s . n . . 103
Tue CITIZEN AND THE SARE: . : . Iy
FoRTUNE AKD THE FARULIST . : : . IDS
A Sumanc InoL , . : ; i . rob
FIILOSOPHERS THREE . . | . . 10T
THE BoxeLess KIxg : : 3 E . 103
UNCALCULATING ZEAL . . : ; . IDg
A Traxspostrion | : - . " . LIO
Tue HoMesT CITIZEN : 2 < : R
A CREaRmNG Tarn ; i : i ;118
WASTED SWEETS ; i : " a o XER
SIX AND ONE | : . i ; . . XIY
THE SPORTSMAN AND THE SQUIRREL ; R
Tue Fooy AND Tae SHEDE . " . o
AT HEAVENR'S GATE . . . . . . 16
THr CATTED ANARCHTIT . / 3 k. S
THE HonourAILE MEMEHR ; = . . TIg
ThoneE ExPATRIATED DBoss . ' . - I
A INADEQUATE FEE . i i . . 120
TR Jungr AND THE PLAINTIFY : 1
Tue RerusN oF THE BEFRESEATATIVE | R £-T
A STATESMAN . . . ; : : . 123
Twa Daocs ; 1 . = ! 3 Fifil 3 1
Tuser Brogums i A ; ; Iy T
THe Mirror : L : : ; e -
SAINT AND SIKNER . - . . » 126
AN ANTIDOTE | ) . / ; ; R - k)
A Weary Ecuo ! . 3 . -1

THE INGENIOUS BLACEMAILER | : : .  IaB



