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PREFACE

It i= perhaps, bocause Benaees @ bot forladden, that such
amine of T intevest, cod ane of the most exteaordinaey
cities of the Fast, 45 now prabably less koown to most Faro-
peans than Lhasi. Even of the Eurepeans who have secn
Benares, few have any adeguate conceation of the ideas and
bebets which many millicns of sur fellvesubjects associate
with 1k Few, indeed, Bave either the tioe or the mclination
to vead through the nereasing accumulation of very =olid
literature which deals with the philosophic side of Hinduaism
aned the more populir missiomy accounts (with our national
tendeney to underrate the enciy’s strength) generally make
the mistake of representing all Hinduism as o omass of de-
cecded superstitions and idolatee, onby Beld toocther by the
pratoud denorance ored backwardness of the Loadinn poaple

These sketches are not offered a2 a contribution to oriental
scholarship, or o religious controversy, bot as an attempt to
give an intelligible outline of Hindu ideas and religions pric-
tices, amd especially as a presentation of the imaginative and
artistic side of Indian veligions. which can be ohserved at few
places sowell as in the saeeed ety and Bos neighbourhood —
the birthplace of Buddhism ancl of ane of the peineipal scets
uf Hlindui=m,

The ilustrations have been, for the meost part, spectally

prepared to elucidate the text, and iaclude sone of the re-
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markable diseoveries mide this vear at Sarmath. They will,
it 15 huped, give some idea of the wonderful artistic wealth
of Bienares life, and at the same time be morve instructive than
those of ordinary books of travel,

The authoritics consulied include Sherring's Siered Crde of
the Hlindns: The Lifv and Linees of Sod Saubarackarye, Iy
O Keishnasami Avvae: and the works of Bacth, Beal, Sylvisn
Lévi, Rhys Davids, Monier Williams, Max Miller, Taylor,
and many others. My acknowledgments are due to Mosses,
E. |. Lazgarus & Co, of Benares, for permission to use
Mr. Ralph Griffiths’ translation of the Rig-Veda, amd to
Messes, Som Beothers, Caleotta, for extracts from Prndit
Tattvabhushan's translations of the Upanishacs,

I am ipdebted to FLUL the Maharajah of Benares and stafl
for much courtcous  assistance: and o Babos Abanindro
Nath Tagore, Dinesh Chandrae Sens and other Indian friends
for valoable information,

Mre | H. Marshall, Director-General of the Archaeological
Survey of Tudin, Do Vogel, Messes, Jolinstone & [TofTman,
Calcutta, and  Moesses Saeced Bros, Benares, have kindly

helped me with some of the illustradions,

. B HAVELL,

CarceTra, cheder, rons
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