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& The prand principle of all * % % n that fhe soprtentative
Body should be the image of the repveseniod, " —Logy Russerl's English
Government and Constitution, p. 255.

Y wonld Aave every one (mef compicled of amy infanious crivne,
erpecially bribery, and wol Kazung recevad parockial reliey sinee 1832, and
paying vale) a woler ; dut (Fwonld groe) thore who possas avtain pros
Jerty, two, three, four, or more wofer, ap & @ corfadn poind, as i the care
in vertrier,  Thur @ due weiphi wonld be grven fo proferis, and ya ewery
one would feal that ke had sonse voice in maling fhe fomor Ge i fo ooy,
aned imporing (e faxer e 68 fo pay."—ARCHBISUOP WHATELY'S Life
and Correspondence, vol. i. p. B8,
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To the
Wovking Men of Great Brifain.

In the following pages I have maintained
that the fruits of our labours are the chief sources
of our rights; and nothing surely can be more
appropriate than that I should dedicate such
an argument to those who claim, by pre-emi-
nence, to be *the sons of toil.,” Nor is the
case altered though I ascribe to this source
those rights which we claim to have inherited
from our fathers, and which we hope to transmit
to our children, as well as those which our own
hands or heads have won for us. That the
family is the root of the state is a fact which I
know is familiar to your minds. Much as you
prize your rights as citizens, your rights as
children and parents are dearer to you still;
and from the latter the rights of inheritance
are inseparable.

But the fruits of men's labours are not
equal, because God has not given us equal
powers, and we do not all use our powers
alike. And these inequalities are rendered
greater by inheritance and transmission. The
labour of one single man often raises him and
his from poverty to wealth. The labours of



vi Dedicaition.

two or three generations make all the difference
between “ the very rich and the very poor.” If
we accept labour, then, as the source of our
rights, these rights cannot be equal; and if I
preach to you the rights of labour, I cannot
preach to you the rights of equality. It is in
this circumstance that my difficulty in approach-
ing you lies; and many will think that in ap-
proaching you at all, [ exhibit a quixotic con-
fidence in your willingness to listen to the truth.
. My own feeling is, that in exhibiting this con-
fidence I pay you a much higher compliment
than those which are commonly addressed to
you; and a compliment of a kind which British
workmen are far more capable of appreciating
than those who court their favour are ac-
customed to imagine. ] am quite aware that
he who tells you the truth must not look for
the guerdon of him who flatters you. For me
there will be no banquets and no banners. I
cheerfully accept the condition, and ask of you
nothing but your fhemehts. DBut if you will
kindly grant me this boon, I am not without
hope that at some future period you may add
to it the very sincere good wishes, which, in the

meantime, I pray you to accept.
| O o8
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CHAPTER L
THE DECADE OF DOUBT.

I cANNOT imagine a more interesting, in-
structive, or withal novel study than the
course through which political thought
and feeling have passed, in this country,
during the last ten years; and yet, so un-
obtrusive has been its character that it
has been unobserved and unthought of by
the vast majority even of observant and
thoughtful persons. Men’s minds have
not been stimulated by stirring events.
Within our own borders we have been too
happy for revolution, too contented even
for gradual change; -and the voice of the
breakers on other shores has but deepened
the sense of domestic tranquillity. It has
been a day of rest, a period of national
reflection and meditation, not of action
B
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