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Meet ar theose lyric feasts,
Made at the Sem,
The Diog, tha Tripls Tanf
Where we such chesters had,
As made v pobly wild, oot eed ;
And yet ench verse of thine '
Cragdid the sieat, eotdid the folic wis, .
Hemnics, Fesferides.

fERmE
ey

-




2y

Ju,u,- o Adsa
;.:iﬂuu-tr.i E fri"""r - -"L_

R Lt S adik
g ﬁngACé
Date of the Play. Every Man in bir Humour, states Ben
Jonson, in his own edition of his works, published in 1516,
was first acted by the Lord Chamberlain's Servants in 1568,
This, indisputably one of the Gnest, was almost certninly then
the author's first drama. There i3 no evidence to prove that
the comedy, The Care ir 4lered, was prodoced before it,
thomgh it is mentioned by Nash in 1599. A quarto edition
published in 1601 gives Fpery Manm in Aiz Humeowr in an
carly version, which differs comsiderably from that of the
1616 edition, and i which the charxcters bear Iiallan names.
Gifford and others were of opinlon that “the Comodey of -
Umers,’ mentioned by Henslowe as acted eleven times between
November 1506 and May 1597, was the first draft of the dramn
as we possess it.  According to this view, enconraged by its
popalarity and grided by his maturer judgment, the anthor
revised the play, transferred the scene from Florencs to
Loadon, substituted English for the original Italian names,
made some alterations in the text, and offered the new version
to the company of players sbove mentioned, of which com-
pany Shakespere was at the time a member. The evidence
for this identification of Swery Mom in A Humowr with the
eatlier play must, bowever, be regarded ag quite inconclusive,
and the early or ltalianised version of the quarto was in all
probability not acted before the date given by Jonmson, 1508.
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