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CHAPTER I
FMOXTIFICATES OF LED XI- ANy PaLL, V. —TIFN JREECEITES
1X VENECE.
aaln TS —1 66T,

Frou the commencement of thie re-action which
followed o swiftly on the zreat Relornation,
the charactier of the Roman pontiffs nnderwent
n remarksble change. Men ol sefivity and
enerry, ol wers wen ol pleasure, were now
chosen to steer thromsh trombled waters thoe
“hark of Bt Peter”  Atteution was paid not
only o the personal infleeaee, but wlso to the
persvand gualities of o candidate Lor (Lie tiara,
Hardly wonkl.a Leo x., much less an Alexander
Vi, have now sueceeded m o woimngr the suls
frages of tle cotclave.

To this murked alteration in the -E'Emnc;trr of
tha [PUpHes LAY in a L FEA L) deg PTCe be aseribed
the suceess of the ve-setion,  The world was
by no means preparsd fer so ovast o revolnticn
s thut of throwing ofl altozether e supre-
magy of the pope, BStill b was sufliciently
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enlightened to perceive that the teachers of
Christisnity ought not to be the foremost in
'I-:-q::z.].-.iug s TTECERT R, But, thanks to Luther,
this fanlt was mended. There was at Jeast a
regand for cntward propriety among those who
clanmad to €t in the gent of the apostles.  The
nume of priegd was no longer; as it bad been,
a byword of reproach for gross covetousness,
inoraliny, and irreligion. At least the son-
blasnre of the virtues opposed to these vices was
nezumed 3 nor wonld it be fuir to deny to sowme
of the pontifs the meed of prulse lor selfs
denvivgr zeal and  rigid integrity, although
conipled, for the most part, with a feree bigotry
whitch horribly enriestured the fair featores of
relixion,

With the Jesuits in her van, and the Tnqni-
eitgon i Ber reor, the Homish churelh Lud
erarted afresh in u victorions career of delusion
und prigsteraft. Ty the end of the sixteenth
century rubcl territory which Lad seemed lost
was wholly regained. France, with sume of
the German States, had. retnrned to ailecianes
to the pope, and the morelr of Profestantism
wag, o ull appearance, trinmphantly reprosecd —
but i eppeceaince alose.  Who can effectually
Ligder the progress of rroth ? I nuche scems
to hindor-in, is not the hindrance converted by
the infinite wisdom of the Most High ot the
men3 of its surer and wider conquests ¥ Al-
though, therefore, the downfal of Rome was
arristed when it ﬂlJ]_'.l'EﬂTﬁ{] minst i_n]:;:,j:-..gnl" i
Wats "-'?-'1_'!-’ delerred in - order that the stupendous
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power of that superstition which had zo en-
slaved men’s minds might be the better umder-
stood, that we might net be tempted to under-
rate the mischievons potency of evror, that yet
2 puter form of troth wmight be arrayed ogainst
the monster, and that its ultimate destruclion
niizht be the more complete, the more instric-
tive to the world, the more advantazeous to the
chureh.

For o while, therefore, we shall soe the
papacy rearing its bend like some tall thas,
Iofrily and pmnrlh' as over,  Bulb we may also
erceive, in spate of itz flourizshing aspeck, in-
];!ﬂl-] tubile marks of decay.  These we shall find
widening and despening from  generation (o
pepcralion, growing daily more appacent and
mare fatal, untd, weakeoed by its Gwll cor-
Tuptaess, and seathed by the rowrh hapdzs of
Linth friends and foes, ic iz stripped and shat-
tered amad the storms of & revolutionary age |
aped - if Jeft still standing. left by a leadless
irank, the seared and Blusted eelie of ifs
:-l:renfﬂh., attesting indeed its aveiont srandenr,
bt hkawise 11uhhz:h1wr the just and awfal re-
tributions of an almighty and holy Geed.

The Brst pope of “the seventesnth century,
and who, in 1605, nseended the throne ledl
vacant 11"|-’ the desth of Cloment s, beld his
honours but a very ghert period,  Delopzing to
the Medici family, he very naturally assunied
the tithe of Lo x5 but the title wis ses arcely
udﬁpti-d before denlh diserowned And disrohed
ite owner. After a reign of cnly twenty-six
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daye; Tao xn dived, oppressed, 3t waz enid, by
e zient weiglt of responsiidlily saddondy
i csed wrom L,

Party spirit ron 0 Ligh in the eonelave that
ull were prepared to contest the ensuing clection
with 1he utmiost veliemenee,  They carmied the
situpele to such o pitch tlat LlaL-_].' eculd only
prvive-ut the necdfnl depree of concord by re-
Engnishing wfl iheir candidutes; aud chodsing o
rpun who belopped 1o no pariv, and foowhaw,
therefore, both Bympiards and Freochmen vere
willing to pive thely vowes,  The olbject of thedr
chedce wias the eavdinal Torghese.

Farr v. bod muised bimsself frem a0 very
hamble station by his ability and industry s
an ceclesiasticul lawyer,  The qniet pursuit of
his ccenpation, and ids lwkit of romsiving
buried mimengst Teoks and papers, had scewned
him from the ermity of those whe micht other-
wise have accounted hiny a rivul.  That he
showdd be chiosen to the highest dignity of the
clirch might well have exced lLis own asto-
nishunent, mmd setuably bed him to lwerine that
b owed it to {he special faveur and direct in-
terposition of the Holy Bparit,

Inpressed with ihis convietion, Lis whele
deportisent now  wnderwent a o endden and
striking chauge, e resolved on clevating the
tuarneter of the popaey by his own exuapls,
al by picorously enforcing the lows of the
churel,  Perhaps it was partly a finticnl
bent of mind, and partly his former studics in
eamonical lowy that WWdueed him te oracll a
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higher value to the puapal oilice than even his
plﬂir:t'-.-sz.n}rs had done. He dechaved thut ns he
luid Been yatsed to this post not by men but Ly
the wili of God, he was in duty boond to suard

all tho prorngastives of the chureh, and that he
\le[]-l r.'Ll]JLr visk hig life thun be found un-
funhful te so high o trust.

Ta uphald these prerogutives in  foreigm
rhiates, and especially where they were in danger
ef attack from the prevalence of Protestant scn-
imnts, recent pojus hind - pdopeed  the mcthod
of =ending  agents to foreion courts whom the
cidled Neneios, and whose duey it was o watch
ever the mutercsls of the pupul s, Aldready
liad these hI-'li_ll:'JIJ.I.t[!!Il:ll‘la reusiobed Il'il]ljllh-l{_"-]
aml ez SPTES N ETOUErous Sules § Lul, on e se-
eessiom of Panl vi, the impertinences ol te fune-
timuries im gnestiom were intolerabdy aparavaled,
ax tha high prerenstons of the pome were quickly
communicatud to bz suloedinates in offiee. And
to stich a piich were these prownsions pushed,
that the [‘A}Jlliﬂ' vven seserled that nuoe bat
himsetl had el te contiol or regudare the
intereonrse between. the Catbolies oud Iro-
testants of any nation whakzocver,

Adthewrh these extravagances were prodocs
tive of mech incobvenietce to the Inlian Siates,
they wers hundly thought of suficient import-
ataee L ju,:ﬁl}' o oyunriel with the pope. But
i Vepiee the dnterference of the puncio pro-
ervded fo stch lenzths oz to ronse the isdirnu-
Het of the ropnblie, and fuorce ehisprtes weps
thie reselt. Fiest of all, the Venetiuns were
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