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Prayer



- 1 Thou Source of Holi-
n ness, Healtfiand Beau-
|G fy/  Open our eyes fo
50 the glory and the won-
0 der of a life touched
98 qwith mystic experience and

| filled with spirifual oppor-
| tunity. Renowuncing all faith-
' less fears and wvain regrets,
may we live in the glad freedom
of Thy children and do the work
of the day in cheerfulness and
hope. Whether Thou leadest us
to joy or sorrow, pleasure or
pain, success or failure, grant
us to learn the secret of Thy
peace and fo do Thy will.
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Praver

E live to-day in a world in
which the signs of a return-
ing spiritual springtide are

all about us. Within and without the
confines of organized Christianity the
interests of the spiritual life are coming
to their own. Our reigning philoso-
phies are idealistic. " Religion demands
to be applied more and more to life, to
the enlargement and the ennoblement
of man. In this reaction against the
deadening materialism of the past
generation the problem of prayer is
coming to the front, and once more
challenges the powers of faith and
. thought. In England the Estab- L
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lished Church is calling for a revised
prayer-book which will represent the
esthetic and sociological aspirations
as well as the newer religious insights
of *the age. Throughout English-
speaking Christendom, in churches of
the Liturgical type, there are gather- |
ings for informal prayer, as a supple-
ment to the regular services, and
among church-going people there is a
demand for books of prayers which
may help those to whom the art of
self-expression does not come easily.
But still more striking apd still more
significant is the fact that thousands
who are out of sympathy with the
churches are feeling the influence of
the revived belief in prayer.

{ We are witnessing, for example,
the rise of mystical and thera-
peutic cults in which prayer plays a
{ prominent réle. The mystical ele-
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ment in religion is taking revenge for
past neglect by absorbing the minds
of ever-increasing multitudes. We
see signs of this return to the deepest
things of the religious life, in the rise
of such a movement as (" The Fellow-
ship in Silence and Meditation,”
which in unobtrusive ways is break-
ing down ecclesiastical barriers and
softening theological animositiesy, In
connection with this movement groups
meet at stated times for silent prayer
or meditation, or both, bound to-
gether only by their common belief
in a spiritual world and in the possi-
bility of access to it. And after the
half - hour’s communion without a
word spoken they go their several
ways. Not less notable is the fact
that there are thousands who, though
unable, through some agnostic bias,

, to pray, yet sympathize with the re- L1
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