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THIS LITTLE VOLUME
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BY
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PREFACE.

CERTAIN writerhasaaid, * The Merrimae Vatley

ia to New Epogland, what Greece is to the worid,—
the cradle of the great and the gond, the birth-place of
art, genivd, so0g, arabary, and moral grealness,

““So many are the interesting reminiscences, traditiona
and histories of our river, it would tzke a3 lifetime to
write them all, and he who would perform that task,
would die in love with his labor, and seek no better re-
ward, if the apirits of the dead linger abopt the sarth,
than to have his elemal allotment where he could see
the bright waters of the Merdmae flow to the sea”

Receiving our birth opon ita enchanted borders, we
have listened from childhood to i3 romances, histories,
and traditions, with marselous interest; and among our
gleanings, sketched bricfly the livea of two individuala
made fzmous in history, by the allusion to them of our
townsman Poet in his worles § vie: Miss Harmiet Liver-
more, the half unwelcomo geost of Snow-hound, and
the Countess, Mrs: Francis de Vipart, to both of which
additions have here been made,

We had no idea whon writing them, of piacing them
on permanent record in book form, but the unexpected
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favor which they have received, together with the advice
of friends that they be thod pressmved with other glean-
ings, gathered as we have wandered along the banks of
our charming river, In earlier and later years, we deem
sufficient apolomy.

It iz with many miagivings that we venture opon the
public our simple work, trusting, i it possesses any real
merit, our friends will not fail to discower it, asking a
kindly forbearance for all imperfectione as well.

To the critic, we woold say, no one i more aware of
the exjatence of them than ourselves, reminding them In
the langnage of Fope —

“YWhoever thinks a faultless piece toaee,
Thinks what ne*er was, not i, nor e'er can be.
In every work, regard the writer's end,
Since none can compass more than they intend.
And if the means be just, the condoet true,
Applause in spite of trivial fault is dese,™

To the many tiends who have aided uvs in oor work,
by words of encouragement, subscription, ete,, we tender
gur sincers thanlks, hoping that the perusal of the fal-
lowing simple wolunie may not be wholly without pleas-
ure or proft,

E L D.

EasT HavaaHiLt, Mass, Scpt, 1881,
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